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Editorial
Withdrawal of bill hints at existential 

threat of PPP

The Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP), once reckoned amongst the most 
powerful street forces of the country and a representative of leftist ideology, 
faced another debacle on political and ideological fronts when it withdrew a 
law on January 7, 2017. The law, against forced conversions also known as 
the Criminal Law (Protection of Minorities) Bill, was pulled in Sindh where 
PPP runs the provincial government.

The bill, jointly moved by the ruling PPP and the Pakistan Muslim League 
(Functional) lawmakers, was unanimously passed by the Sindh Assembly 
on November 24, 2016. The bill recommends that change of religion by a 
person below 18 years will not be recognized. The bill prescribes severe 
penalties for persons who forcibly convert others including imprisonment 
for a minimum of five years and maximum of life imprisonment. The bill 
was moved by the two parties after increasing complaints about forced 
conversions of young Hindu girls in Sindh.

The withdrawal of the bill, a ray of hope for minorities in Pakistan, has now 
added to the sense of insecurity amongst minorities.

In a tweet, the PPP’s young chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, called the bill 
a landmark achievement. But religious parties rallied against the proposed 
legislation, calling it an anti-Islam law and threatened to launch street 
agitation.

The deceased Governor of Sindh Saeeduz Zaman Siddiqui refused to ratify 
the bill and sent it back to Sindh Assembly with a message to ‘reconsider’ 
the legislation. PPP insiders say the PPP government has succumbed to 
pressure mounted by religious groups and agreed to make amendments to 
it.

According to PPP insiders, a few leaders of the PPP, in a meeting of the 
Central Executive Committee in April 2014, had proposed that the party 
revive its leftist ideology to motivate the PPP’s activists and masses. But the 
co-chairman and former President Asif Zardari rejected the idea calling it 
old-fashioned.

Politically, Awami National Party, Muthida Qaumi Movement, Pakistan 
Peoples’ Party and some of the nationalist parties were carrying forward 
the leftist ideology as an embankment against extremism. ANP and MQM 
and the nationalist parties had roots in certain provinces while the PPP, one 
of the two largest parties, had a strong following across Pakistan. But this 
hasn’t lasted. ANP faced its worst defeat in the 2013 election in KP, while 
MQM crumbled in splinters in Karachi, the nationalist groups are getting 
weak in Sindh and Balochistan and the PPP is deviating from its original 
political philosophy.

Already, the PPP has lost Punjab, the biggest electoral battlefield of the 
country and the most populated province. Now, Sindh is the only province 
which can help the PPP stay alive in electoral politics. The leftist supporters 
of the PPP fears that the rapidly prevailing extremist narrative and groups 
in Sindh may jeopardize PPP’s existence in Sindh. To ensure its continued 
existent, the PPP must go back to Bhuttoism, leftism and street politics.
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Editor’s Note

The United States President, Donald Trump is fulfilling his campaign promises and concentrating 
on safeguarding the American interest. In the days since his inauguration, he is showing his people 
that he means every word he promised. In a bid to boost local manufacturing and lure offshore 
companies and jobs back to the U.S., President, Donald Trump’s first steps involved offering 
industries substantial cuts in taxes and regulations. He further showed his commitment by pulling 
out of the 2015 Trans Pacific Partnership trade deal, TPP, which was mediated by the Democratic-
elect President Barak Obama. TPP, however, hadn’t received a congressional approval.

TPP was a trade partnership between 12 countries along the Pacific Ocean to foster trade. The 
Trans-Pacific bloc represented 40 per cent of the international trade volume. Once ratified, this 
were to be double the size of E.U. market and promised promoting business opportunities through 
tariff cuts, guaranteed environmental protection and workers’ rights. But the recent decision 
was made in response to the opponents of TPP who saw the partnership as supportive of large 
corporations and not the American worker. United States pull out has raised anticipation of China 
to play a lead role in a partnership they were initially excluded from. 

President Trump also signed directives for the erection of a wall along the 3000 km border of 
Mexico. The wall is meant to keep the country safe and stem the flow of drugs, crime and illegal 
immigrants from the neighbouring country. The construction of the wall is expected to begin this 
month. U.S President iterated that Mexico will bear the building cost of the wall. 

The great wall of Mexico could prove an effort by the U.S. President at renegotiating North 
American Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA, amid looming fear that NAFTA could meet the same fate 
as TPP. Immigration and security at borders are the key NAFTA issues for President Trump. Former 
President Obama was also critical of NAFTA during his presidential campaign.

President Trump’s person was disputed right from his presidential campaign and his recent 
Executive Orders have been viewed by the world with abated breath. Will the U.S Congressional 
House of representatives and Senate go along with their president is yet to be seen. While it is 
true you can’t make an omelet without breaking eggs, how these decisions pan out only time can 
tell. One thing is certain: the rhetoric of United States is going to change and we are to witness a 
different leadership from the great country.

However, Truth Tracker will like to speak on behalf of the six journalists apprehended on felony 
charges on the inauguration day of President Trump. Police had picked up these journalists while 
reporting the unrests preceding and following the presidential inauguration from the country’s 
capital. If convicted, these journalists may face up to 10 years in prison and $25,000 in fine. The 
charges against all six journalists are insubstantial. International organisation, the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, CPJ, has called on the authorities in Washington to drop the charges on the 
journalists covering protests. 

United States is a great country and has inspired great journalism in the developing world. 
Freedom of speech in journalism has been viewed as its flagship. We hope that these standards 
remain and that the criticism to policy shifts in Washington is tolerated if not welcomed, as has 
been the tradition in the United States of America for decades. 
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Human Rights
Disappearance of activists exposes deepened 
ideological clash in Pakistan 

Waqar Gillani
Islamabad: The voices against the alleged 
forced disappearances of at least five 
of the social media activists in Pakistan, 
untraceable for the past three weeks, 
added to the worries of their relatives 
and liberal voices of the country after 
religious extremists’ threatened to lodge 
‘blasphemy’ case against these activists 
amid “death threats”. 
 
At least five social media activists from a 
diverse religious and social background 
were separately reported as ‘missing’ 
by their families in first week of the 
New Year from country’s capital city 
Islamabad and its cultural capital Lahore, 
according to police reports. Despite their 
dissimilar backgrounds these activists 
were regarded for their liberal views and 
bold social media posts criticizing extreme 
approaches in religion, military, state and 
government. 

Islamabad based Salman Haider –a 
minority (Shia) Muslim, a rebel poet, writer, 
activist, teacher and Urdu section editor 
of an online magazine “Tanqeed” criticizing 
military’s political role– went missing on 
January 4.

A Karachi-based activist and a small 
businessman Samar Abbas – running 
a progressive alliance of youth – from 
the same minority sect was reported (to 
police) as “missing” on January 7 during his 
visit to Islamabad, according to his brother. 

Waqas Goraya, a Holland-based student 
with progressive views, came on his 
sister’s marriage ceremony to Lahore and 

was abducted along with his cousin – Abd-
ur-Rehman Cheema – his father Liaqat 
Goraya told police. 

Aasim Saeed, with a degree in computer 
sciences from a reputed private university 
in Lahore and working in an information 
technology company in Singapore for the 
past eight years – also came to Lahore to 
his family to attend marriage ceremony of 
his younger brother was picked by some 
men after they rang the doorbell of home, 
his father Ghulam Haider said. 

Another person Ahmad Naseer was picked 
from a town Nankana Sahib in Punjab 
province by some people in double cabin 
vehicles with tinted glasses, his brother 
Tahir Naseer said. 

No private person or organization has 
claimed responsibility of these abductions 
till date. Moreover, Pakistani authorities 
have also not shared anything with 
media regarding any progress in the 
investigations. 

“The most worrying thing for the family is 
no body from government or authorities 
have contacted us and given detail of the 
investigations or shared any information,” 
Ghulam Haider, father of Saeed said, 
adding that his son had no association 
with any religious or political group and 
use to visit Pakistan only for short time. 

“My brother is hemophilic and has severe 
allergy issue and if he is not given medicine 
his skin starts tearing. We are worried 
about his health and survival,” Salman’s 
younger brother Faraz Haider said. 

The issue of missing persons in Pakistan 
came in the spotlight several years ago 
with the abduction of persons linked to 

terrorism by security agencies; nationalist 
activists from province of Balochistan, an 
area in serious conflict with a dominant 
military; human rights activists and 
anti-terror voices in Pakistan by militant 
groups and the people criticizing military’s 
political role.

Rights groups allege that the latest 
abductions are linked to intelligence 
agencies because they want to silence 
voices criticizing the follies of the system 
and setting example for those expressing 
their independent views against state and 
military’s policies on social media. 

On the other side, exposing the ideological 
divide and presence of religious extremists 
in a country like Pakistan where such 
groups are also alleged of having murky 
relationship with military for certain perks, 
some extremist religious groups moved 
an application to the police in Islamabad 
to lodge a blasphemy case against these 
activists for their alleged ‘derogatory’ 
remarks on social media and hand them a 
death sentence. 

However, the country’s Interior Minister 
has urged such groups to not propagate 
untrue things putting the lives of these 
missing persons in further danger. Police, 
last week, also stopped one of these 
groups to hold a press conference against 
these “missing” persons. They arrested one 
of the conference organizers belonging to 
a very radical mosque in the capital city. 
However, he was released after a brief 
detention, police said. 

The families of the “missing” activists have 
denounced the blasphemy allegations 
calling them a “malicious” campaign 
with deadly consequences against these 
(missing) persons. The social media has 
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gained popularity as an informal venue 
for raising public voices. However, lack of 
gatekeeping of facts has led to a spread 
of disinformation in its pages sometimes 
leading to defamation. This is a key reason 
why social media has been used as a tool 
for social, religious, political and national 
propaganda. Current governments have 
tried to find a cure for this by curtailing 
the social media freedom and erecting 
laws. But how much control is good and 
who profits in the end are important to 
consider.

“The rise of social media and online 
journalism like blogs expanded the space 
for dissent and people can say what they 
cannot say publicly or on formal media. 
And in the latest cases these missing 
activists are said to be running similar 
satirical pages,” Raza Rumi, writer and 
academician viewed, adding, “Pakistan 
has also recently passed controversial 
cybercrimes law curtailing digital freedoms 
by giving government more power to 

control and block information of its choice 
through variety of offences.” Rumi urged 
the state to take strict action against 
people wrongly acusing these activists 
and recover these abducted persons at 
the earliest. He also reminded Pakistan 
of its obligations under the United 
Nations Convention against Torture 
and International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights to put an end to enforced 
disappearances beyond lip service. 

Last week, human rights activists held 
second protest in Islamabad urging the 
state to tell or trace the whereabouts of 
these abducted activists and called for not 
attacking social media space.

In 2012, Pakistan’s Senate passed a 
unanimous resolution condemning the 
practice of enforced disappearances, 
mostly reported from province of 
Balochistan. The Senate also expressed 
that such forced disappearances were 
in violation of Articles 9 and 10 of the 

Constitution of Pakistan, which guarantee 
security and safeguard regarding arrest 
and detention. Further, in 2015, a special 
“Committee of the Whole House”, 
also consensually suggested legal and 
constitutional remedies to address issue of 
‘missing persons”.

“As many as 104 senators approved 
these suggestions to address the issue 
of forced disappearances and missing 
persons but till date the government has 
not responded to these points,” Senator 
Farhatullah Babar, member of Senate’s 
Standing Committee on Human rights 
said, adding, “These suggestions included 
to bring such measures of picking people 
by intelligence agencies under the law; 
sign United Nations Convention on forced 
disappearances to recover such abducted 
persons; inform and compensate the 
families of the victims.” 



7Truth Tracker     

February 01-15, 2017

Accountability
District Torghar in KP without a single girls school

Asad Khan
Peshawar: Despite education emergency 
declared by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
led government in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KPK), District Torghar has not a single 
high school for girls. This is followed by 
District Kohistan that has just one and 
Shangla with three for the whole district.
 
Torghar, one of the 25 districts of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, is situated in the 
mountainous northern Pakistan. Formerly 
called Kala Dhaka, Torghar was part of the 
Manshera district until 2011 when it was 
given its own status as a district under 
Article 246 of Constitution of Pakistan.
 
According to the 1998 census, Kala 
Dhaka, then a sub-division of Manshera, 
had a population of 174,700 out of which 
18866 were girls of the age of 10 to 14 
years.
 
December 2016 data made available by 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Independent 
Monitoring Unit (IMU) that helps 
the Education Department monitor 
implementation of reforms in the 
education sector showed that the Torghar 
district did not have a single high school 
for girls, with only 173 of its girls enrolled 
in high schools in the neighbouring 
districts.
 
The IMU report said there were a total of 
62 schools in District Torghar including 61 
primary schools for boys and girls and only 
one middle school for boys.

District Kohistan – with a population of 

472,570 according to 1998 census, of 
which 26022 were girls of age 10 to 14 
years girls - only has one high school for 
girls.
 
According to 1998 census, district Shangla 
had a population of 4,35,563 out of which 
the numbers of age 10 to 14 years girls 
were 46,219. Currently the number is 
double of that while there are only three 
high schools for girls.
 
According to the IMU report, the district-
wise breakup of girls high schools shows 
Abbottabad with 45 high schools, Bannu 
39, Battagaram 7, Bunner 20, Charssadda 
32, Chitral 19, DIKhan 12, Dir Bala 12, Dir 
Lower 44, Hangu 9, Huripur 50, Karak 26, 
Kohat 27, Lakki Marwat 19, Malakand 29, 
Mansehra 45, Mardan 67, Nowshera 29, 
Peshawar 55, Swabi 48, Swat 33 and Tank 
with 9 high schools.
 
In Budget 2016-17, the KP government 
has allocated a “negligible share of 
education funds to the poor and the rural 
areas as compared to the urban districts 
the province”, says the Institute of Social 
and Policy Sciences (I-SAPS) a non-profit 
organization based in Islamabad. 
 
In its report, “Public Financing of 
Education in Pakistan,” that analyses 
federal, provincial and district budgets 
from 2010-11 to 2015-16, I-SAPS says 
Rs71.66 billion had been allocated for 
education in the districts of KP in 2014-
15. 90 per cent of this budget was spent 
on salaries and related expenditures. Only 
10 per cent was spent on development of 
schools.

The I-SAPS report shows that Mardan, 
Peshawar, Mansehra, Swat, Abbottabad, 

lower Dir and Dera Ismail Khan spent more 
than Rs4 billion in 2014-15. On the other 
hand, Hangu and Torghar had an education 
expenditure below Rs1 billion in the field 
of education.
 
 Peshawar, Mardan, Nowshera, 
Abbottabad, Swabi, Lower Dir and Haripur 
had spent more than Rs20, 000 per 
student during 2014-15, according to the 
report. District Torghar, Hangu and Upper 
Dir spent less than Rs13, 000 per student 
during the year.
 
The KP IMU report said there are a total of 
2108 high schools in 25 districts of KP of 
which 1386 are for boys and 722 for girls.
 
District Mardan has the highest number 
of girls high schools (67), followed by 
Peshawar (55) and Swabi (48).
 
Malik Masood Khan, Programme Manager 
at the Pakistan Centre for Governance and 
Public Accountability (CGPA), told Truth 
Tracker said that from the very beginning, 
successive governments have ignored the 
remote areas when it comes to education. 
Ministers, he said, claimed big chunks of 
budget for their constituencies for political 
point scoring, ignoring development in 
other areas.

About girls’ education, Khan said Mardan, 
the constituency of the present education 
minister Muhammad Atif Khan, has 
the highest number of high schools. 
“The government should address the 
development needs of districts on the 
basis of their needs, not on the basis of 
their status as rural or urban districts,” He 
said.

He said the reason why girls’ education 
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is ignored is because it is not a priority 
with lawmakers. “Most ministers are 
from urban districts and they focus on 
their constituencies only.  When it comes 
to rural districts, there is also lack of 
awareness about girls’ education.”

KP Elementary and Secondary Education 
Department Additional Secretary Qasir 
Alam Khan said that for the Torghar 
district, the government had a plan to 
upgrade one primary school to high school, 
which would be approved this month 
(January). Another middle school would 

be upgraded to higher secondary after 
approval next month (February). 

He said that Torghar only recently became 
a district, which was why it was ignored 
by every government, adding, “The 
government will complete upgrading the 
two high schools for girls and provide 
education facilities to people on their door 
steps.” 

KP government spokesman on education 
Najiullah Khattak said that over the 
course of three years, 12,031 additional 

classrooms had been constructed to bring 
schools up to speed with the 6-classroom 
policy. He said 360 new schools were also 
under construction under this policy.

He said construction work this year had 
focused on girl’s education. “Around 386 
schools were upgraded to middle school 
level, 385 middle schools upgraded to 
high schools and 207 high schools were 
upgraded to higher secondary schools,” he 
concluded.

Promises, promises, promises. That’s the sum of much 
campaigning, but then we hear little until the next 
election rolls around. Then we hear that the party ful-
filled all its promises.

It is easy to lose track of these promises, when there 
are so many - and they sound so great in a rousing 
campaign speech. They make colourful, catchy quotes 
as well.

But Truth Tracker is going to watch as the winners 

unfold their plans to fulfil those promises. We’ll write 
about the key promises and then check in occasion-
ally to see how it’s going. When a promise is broken, 
fulfilled, or compromised, we’ll let you know.

We used the party symbols for our icons portraying 
the stages. PML-N, holding the Centre and Punjab, is 
a tiger. PTI, ruling in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, is a cricket 
bat. And PPP, which rules in Sindh, is the arrow.

These are the five stages of promise fulfilment:

Not Started
If a promise is just hanging there, with no action at all, 
we label it as Not Started. No action, just talk.

Underway
Once the party has taken some action or positive 
steps, we label the promise as Underway. This means 
there is visible progress toward fulfilment.

Compromise
The reality of politics is that you can’t always get what 
you want. Promises that can’t be fulfilled, but lead to 
an action that goes partway to fulfilment, are labeled 
Compromise.

Broken
When the promise is clearly not going to be fulfilled, 
we label it Broken. A promise can stagnate for a long 
time, but we won’t call it broken until there is a deci-
sion by the ruling party or a defeat in legislation.

Fulfilled
On those happy occasions when a promise is actually 
carried out, we will mark it Fulfilled. 

What the promise fulfilment levels mean

Ruling symbols of PML-N, PPP and PTI
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Accountability
Gorano reservoir vs. Tharis’ Land!

Veengas 
Karachi: Resident of the Thar Desert area 
are distraught at the forced relocation 
of 12 villages to make way for a new 
reservoir, which they fear will damage 
their farming land. Tharis (residents of 
Tharparkar) have held protest for more 
than 90 days outside the press club 
Islamkot along with women and children.
 
Ahmed Naeem Pasha, Mine Manager 
at Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company 
(SECMC), accounts for whole project and 
said that Thar Coal project is part of China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CEPC), Sindh 
and Federal government both look into 
it. However, Sindh Government is major 
shareholder, up to 51 per cent.

Coal Reserves in Pakistan
Sindh 185,457 million 

tonnes
Punjab 235 million tonnes
Balochistan 217 million tonnes
Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa

90 million tonnes

Azad Kashmir 9 million tonnes

Source: sindhmines.gov.pk 

“Thar coal is one of the largest coal 
reserve in the world. Pakistan has 186 
billion Tons coal reserves and 175 billion 
Tons total in Thar coal reserves, indeed, 
Thar coal reserve is 50 billion tons more 
than Saudi Arabia and Iranian oil reserves”, 
noted Pasha. 

Thar Coal (Thar Coal Energy Board 
Government of Sindh) project has total 13 
blocks involving many companies. Pasha 
elaborated that the Thar coal project, 
Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company 
(SEMC), has been allocated Block II. Block 
II is estimated to produce 5,000 MW for 
50 years after completion. A mine of 3.8 
million tonnes per annum capacity will be 
developed by SECMC in the first phase 
of the project.  This coal will serve the 
coal burning electricity-generating plant 
built in proximity to Block II coal mine, 
(Mine Mouth).  This project has multi-
billion costs as Sindh Engro Coal Mining 
Company project cost – USD 845 M and 
2x330 mega watts (MW) mine mouth 
power Plants project cost – USD 1.1 Bn.
Our company (Engro) started looking into 
Thar Coal Block II site from 2008 and then 
started work in 2014 and now this project 
aims to complete by 2019. 

On the controversy of Gorano Dam, Pasha 
at first rejected all allegations and called 
it baseless. He said that the Gorano site is 

suggested by Sindh government and has 
nothing do to with Engro.  

He explained that Gorano Dam would 
store natural subsoil water excavated from 
Thar Block II during mine construction, as 
the Power Plant gets operational in June 
2019. “Its water is not harmful,” said Pasha 
further adding, “we are ready to negotiate 
with local Tharis but they do not seem 
to come to table-talks.” He criticised and 
asked, “Let me know how many people 
support protestors … you can visit Gorano 
dam, no village can be seen on its site.”

But the questions are obvious: what are 
the different areas for Gorano dam and if 
the site is suggested by Sindh government 
why Engro is bearing criticism? Pasha 
answered, “Sindh government and Engro 
are partners, therefore we strongly believe 
in making positive relationship among all 
people – emphasised, Sindh government 
had conducted highly research work on 
Dam site and finally we reached at Gorano 
site in order to store water.”

When asked about the technical reports 
for the choice of the particular land 
site Mohsin Babbar [Manager Media 
and communications] interpreted and 
commented, “technical reports cannot be 
made public.”

At the Gorano Dam site labourers 
continued constructing on 14 hundreds 
acres land, whole area is beautiful – village 
houses are seen at Gorano site besides at 
the ending point of Dam.

“I do not want to leave my land of 
forefathers – rich people are constructing 
dam which would damage our houses 
as well land,” said Bhambhero Meghwar 

citizen of Gorano village. He complained 
that “our all villages have access to road for 
traveling and this dam will close it forever.”

Meghwar pointing to tree called “Kundi” 
and other plants useful for their livelihood. 
“We sell these in the market… if they 
construct Dam here, it would not be able 
to hold salty water but destroy our all 
villages,” he said adding, “I am protester 
but I have to collect food for family – are 
poor that’s why none pays attention to us.”

Babbar said his company is about to 
build alternative roads for local people. 
However, Truth Tracker was told that not 
a single road site is under construction at 
Gorano village.
Agha Wasif secretary energy Sindh 
government did not respond to Truth 
Tracker despite several attempts.

Leela Raam, an advocate leading protest 
against Gorano dam said, “Let me be clear, 
we [Tharis] are not against any kind of 
development. We are protesting for our 
rights because Engro is seen to save its 
time and cost at the Gorano Dam and 
destroying local community and habitat.” 
Raam said that its Gorano will not only 
affect 12 villages with 15 thousands’ 
population, but approximately 25 villages 
will be distraught. He feared that the 
impact on climate would be visible after 
the construction of the dam. 

Raam went on Gorano Dam that 
“we offered them six more sites for 
constructing dam but government denied 
to work on them. Even, Salty areas are 
nearby coal mining site on which dam 
can be built – they are giving excuses of 
Ramsar Treaty among countries especially 
between India and Pakistan in 1971.” 

Block II coal mining site  | Photo by News Lens Pakistan
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Ramsar convention was signed in the 
Irani city of the same name and bids to 
conserve and make wise use of wetlands.
Ram said that the locals recommended 
areas are 10 kilometres back from Rann 
Kutch, which will not affect Ramsar Treaty. 
He asked why Sindh government and 
Engro do not consider those areas. 

Raam said protesters do not have faith 
in verbal promises – wanted to see on 
guaranteed documentation for assuring 
them. He quoted example of Chotiari 
reservoir in Tharparkar that has totally 
damaged livelihood of local citizens.

On the question of sudden protest, Raam 
said that their protest began on May 2016 
when the Engro came to their village to 
plant a pipeline, which later turned into a 
dam project. He said hat the government 
ministers made no more than verbal 
promises. He lamented that those who 
stood for their right can be dubbed as 
Indian agents, adding, “We do not care 
of what they say, I stand by my people to 
save our land for livelihood” In conclusion 
he said, “Now we have a last hope in court 
and Sindh high court has made a four-
member committee  [order seen in report] 
so as to look into case.” 

“There is no denying that Gorano village is 
like beautiful valley but Sindh government 
and Engro do not have other options, 
even if we go to choose salty sites for 
reservoirs, then Ramsar Treaty is a big 
detriment due to unsavoury relations with 
India. We had talked to protesters and 
still offer them to come to table-talk for 
resolving issues”, said Dr.Khatomal Jeevan 
PPP member.

Nasser Memon, researcher and human 
rights activist, showed concerns over 
the role of Engro and government. He 
said, “I asked Engro to share the research 
document suggesting Gorano site for their 
reservoir – but they did not give us. They 
did not have proper research work if they 
have then it has very weak assessments on 
site of constructing Gorano reservoir.” 

Memon said that the government is using 
the land acquisition act of 1894 to grab 
Tharis land. He said, “if locals do not have 
official documentation for their land, as 
in our system most of time, people do 
not bother to get their land documented 
– Tharis have their ownership on land, it 
cannot be easily ignored.”

Lashman Gorano, protestor and resident 
of Gorano remains hopeful despite his 
obvious distress on what the future 
holds for the Gorano population. “We are 
simple people, do not snatch our right of 
living on our land. If they have any kind 
of alternatives, show us but we will never 
believe in their verbal promises, said 
Gorano.

Ahmed Naeem Pasha mine manager  | Photo by News Lens Pakistan

Block II coal mining site  | Photo by News Lens Pakistan

Protesters against at Islamkot | Photo by News Lens Pakistan
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PM compromises his promise to build international airport in Bannu

Promise Tracking

The Promise
Peshawar: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had announced the 
establishment of an international airport in Bannu, a gateway 
to the volatile North Waziristan tribal region, alongside other 
development projects in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) last year.

Background 
On May 2nd, while speaking to a cheering crowd at a public 
gathering in Bannu, the beleaguered prime minister had said: “We 
will build an international airport in Bannu.”

“Repeat after me: This is ‘Naya Pakistan’,” he hit out at the 
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) with their oft-repeated slogan as 
both the ruling PML-N and the PTI have been trading barbs over 
Panama Gate (Panama Leaks) Scandal about offshore companies 
of Prime Minister’s children.

The PTI has been calling for the resignation of the prime minister 
over allegations of corruption after the Panama Papers revealed 
the premier’s family’s offshore holdings.

Nawaz was accompanied by his political ally, Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman, chief of Jamiat Ulama-e-Islam- F (JUI-F), during the visit 
to parts of the KP district. Rehman had assured Nawaz of his 
party’s all-out support in the wake of Panama leaks crisis. 

“We do not hold the government in KP, but we will build a new 
Bannu,” the prime minister had assured the crowd. 

Not only had he announced the construction of Bannu airport, 
Nawaz had then declared multiple development projects in KP 
such as a university in Lakki Marwat, development of the Baran 
Dam in Bannu, an electricity transmission project for Bannu and 
that the of the Indus Highway from Rangeela to Dera Ismail Khan.

Tracking
Truth Tracker moved to check whether the promise by the prime 
minister regarding the establishment of an international airport in 
Bannu has materialised. 

When contacted for comments, Musadiq Malik, Spokesperson 
of the Prime Minister, initially said that he would be in a position 
to comment on the Bannu International Airport after getting an 
update himself. 

A day later, however, Malik failed to return phone calls after 
repeated attempts by News Lens.

Malik Shah Muhammad Khan Wazir, Special Assistant to Chief 
Minister for transport, who is from the constituency where the 
proposed airport has to be built, said, “Construction work has not 
yet started but some people were seen surveying in the area.” 

He said that the local tribe has given 3,400 kanal of land free of 
cost for the airport but the local administration has demanded 
more land. 

“I held a meeting with the commissioner of Bannu and told him 
that  the local tribe is ready to give another 10,000 kanal of land, 
free of cost, which is farther from the populated area but he did 
not receive a response from them,” he added. 

He said that he just got a new Tehsil in Baka Khel area approved 
where the airport is to be built but the JUI-F and the PML-N have 
been opposing it on the ground that Baka Khel is a dangerous 
tribe and would create problems, thus providing the area with a 
Tehsil status is not a wise idea.

“But on the other hand, the PML-N and JUI-F say that they are 
building the airport in this very area but I ask them, how is this 
location feasible for an airport and unfeasible for a Tehsil?” he 
questioned.

Let him recall that the prime minister had also announced 
the establishment of a university in Lakki Marwat, another 
district adjacent to Bannu, Wazir said that the construction of 
a university needs a proper procedure under which the Higher 
Education Commission (HEC) would send an act to be passed by 
the provincial assembly. 

“We did not come across any such act to establish the university, 
which is an ambitious project,” he added. 

When asked to comment briefly on whether the promise to 
build an international airport in Bannu would materialise, Wazir 
recalled the prime minister had announced three airports at Swat, 
Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan. 

“If the central government is really sincere enough to provide 
funds to KP generously, why has the province’s electricity royalty 
not been released so far?” he asked.

“It is nothing but a smokescreen to distract the public’s attention 
from the Panama Leaks and to deceive them,” he noted. 

Sobia Shahid, Member Provincial Assembly (MPA) from PML-N, 
said that she had no knowledge about any development project 
regarding the construction of Bannu international airport. 

Azam Khan, another MPA from the JUI-F, said that work on all 
projects announced by the prime minister is almost underway.  

When asked on what stage the construction work has reached on 
Bannu airport, Khan said: “Manual work on the airport has not yet 
been started but the paperwork  is done.”

He said that the project would be completed before the term of 
the PML-N, which will expire after a year and a half. 

A senior official at the Ministry of Planning said that he is not 
sure whether the prime minister has released funds on his own, 

Rehmat Mehsud
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otherwise, the PML-N has to approve the project first to get 
funds.   

When contacted, Commissioner Bannu, the top administrator 
of the district, and District Coordination Officer (DCO) were not 
available for comment on the issue. 

However, a local official in Bannu, who wishes to remain 
anonymous as he is not authorised to speak to the media, said 
that there has been no official correspondence regarding the 
construction of Bannu international airport. 

He further explained that there is no Civil Aviation Authority in 
Bannu to know about the status of the airport. 

Mian Iftikhar Hussain of Awami National Party (ANP), who was 
the former information minister of the province said: “Forget 
about Bannu international airport, just come and see the state 
of the Bacha Khan International Airport in Peshawar, which is 
virtually in shambles.”

He said that Pakistan International Airlines (PIA), with its lost 
credibility, did not want to fly to Peshawar airport. He is unsure of 
what kind of an international airport the PML-N is going to build 
in Bannu.

“I am wondering whether the prime minister is making promises 
and that he does not plan to fulfil,” he added. “Such boastful 
promises must be materialised,” Hussain stressed.

Independent Viewpoints
Rustam Shah Mohmand, former Ambassador and an independent 
analyst, said that although building an international airport is a 

difficult task, the PML-N is likely to kick start some sort of work 
on the project.

“Building a new airport is a long-drawn process because the 
government will have to acquire land, design engineering work, 
appoint consultant and then award the contract,” he added.

He said that if the PML-N starts working on the airport, perhaps 
it would take two to three years to complete and the credit would 
go to the incumbent government. 

“The question is that, there are airports in Kohat and Dera Ismail 
Khan already, is it a good idea to acquire agriculture land and 
build another airport in Bannu?” he asked. 

Mohmand said that, naturally, the prime minister had to announce 
projects in KP to minimise the influence of PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan at the centre of the Panama Leaks issue.

Ruling
Keeping in view the comments of opposition, ruling lawmakers, 
official and independent analyst, the prime minister had to start 
a whirlwind of tours in KP last year to ease some pressure in the 
wake of the Panama Leaks saga by announcing development 
projects.

Though the PTI is in power in KP, the prime minister announced 
several gigantic projects to win the favour and support of the 
masses. Otherwise, no construction activities have been observed 
in Bannu to build the airport.

Truth Tracker rules that the PML-N has compromised its promise.

As a part of journalism profession we, at Media Foundation 360, have 
been seeing the problems and pressures journalists face within the 
organization and out in the field regarding their rights and security 

ranges from salary payment issues to murders and kidnappings. This is 
when we decided to be their voice and stand up for their rights.

With the slogan of “A Whole Journalist”, we are here with the ambition of 
helping media professionals getting their rights as well as their training 
to improve journalism standard in the country. In this regard, we arrange 

workshops and discussion sessions for journalists with country’s 
top media professionals and foreign trainers. We also intend to be a 

watchdog of media outlets in the country, keeping an eye on journalism 
standards and practices they follow, and pointing out the areas where 

they failed to follow ethics and laws.

CONTACT:
4-A/1, Race View, Jail Road, Lahore. 

Phone: 042-35408403
  info@mediafoundation360.org  www.mediafoundation360.org 
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PML-N breaks promise to increase Tax-to-GDP ratio to 15 percent
Promise Tracking

The Promise
In its 2013 election manifesto, Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
had promised to increase the Tax-to-GDP ratio to 15 percent by 
the end of its tenure in 2018.  

Background 
According to the Economic Survey of Pakistan 2015/16, the tax-
to-GDP ratio in Pakistan varied between 9.1 and 11.0 percent.  
The survey further argues that the government had failed to 
develop a tax system that protects the interest of the common 
taxpayers and generate sufficient revenue.  According to the 
report, Pakistan’s tax structure is heavily dependent on indirect 
taxes that form 60 percent of the total tax collection.  In Pakistan, 
income tax return filers are almost 0.5 percent as compared to 
5 percent in India.  The tax compliance fell to 21.32 percent in 
2016 from as high as 65 percent in 2010-11.   

The official of the International Monetary Fund, when winding 
down its loan programme in Pakistan in the later part of last year, 
had said, “Sustaining progress with tax administration reforms, 
with a view to widening the tax base, is needed to increase tax 
revenues and create needed fiscal space for priority infrastructure 
and to reinforce social expenditures.” The Fund reiterated that for 
sustainable economic development, Pakistan needed to reform its 
tax system.  

The Government of Pakistan has been using tax amnesty 
schemes to incentivise the tax evaders to pay taxes.  Tax amnesty 
is defined as an opportunity given to tax evaders to pay a certain 
amount related to previous tax liabilities without facing criminal 
prosecution or penalties.  Pakistan’s weak tax collection system 
has tried over the period of seven decades, at least eight times, 
to bring tax evaders to the tax paying crowd, albeit temporarily. 
The PML-N government had in the last four years floated four 
tax amnesty schemes. Following is the history of tax amnesty 
schemes

No Year Tax declared 
(Rupees)

1. 1958 1.12 bn

2. 1968 920 m

3. 1976 1.05 bn

4. 2000 10 bn

5. 2008 3.16 bn

Source: Federal Board of Revenue

The record on the amnesty schemes offered to stock exchange 
investors in 2012, and to industrialists of specified sectors in 
2013 does not exist with the FBR.  The FBR personnel (who does 
not want to be named) contacted for this detail by Truth Tracker 
confirmed the mysterious disappearance of the record. “The 
record may have been destroyed either because the government 
wants to protect the tax evaders’ identity or to simply camouflage 

the government’s own corrupt deeds,” said the officer.  

The tax amnesty scheme announced in February 2016 was rolled 
back due to the indifference showed by the trader community. 
This scheme was aimed at documenting the informal retailer.  
Hardly 9020 traders complied with the scheme bringing in a 
meagre contribution of RS 850 million.

Tracking
To Advisor to Prime Minister on Revenue, Haroon Akhtar, said 
that the tax-to-GDP ratio is actually at 12.4 percent.  He said 
we have arrived at this calculation by realistically assessing the 
contribution of different sources of taxed revenue in the system.   

While talking about amnesty schemes he said, “We had been 
very generous in incorporating the recommendations given by 
the non-filers.” Although he did lament the fact that tax evaders 
wanted complete immunity. On the question as to what the 
government had done to increase the tax base, Akhtar gave 
the run of the mill answer; notices had been served to people 
running big businesses, using credit cards, and whose children are 
studying abroad.  

He agreed that tax evasion is extremely high in Pakistan. 
“Enforcement,” he said, “is the only way to tackle tax evasion.”

He said that currently, the government is collecting tax on 70 
Percent of GDP.  

“The agricultural sector, that comprises approximately 22 percent 
of the GDP is tax exempted. This is a constitutional provision 
granted to the agriculture sector.” He further explained: “This had 
been another reason that hampers the growth of the Tax-to-GDP 
ratio to a decent level.”  

Elaborating on the reason for the government’s failure to take the 
Tax-to-GDP ratio to 15 percent, he said: “For the past six months, 
the government has maintained the prices of petroleum products. 
Had we been increasing the prices, we could have managed to 
add another two percent to the Tax-to-GDP ratio.”  

Asad Omer, a member of National Assembly and the leader 
of Pakistan Tahreek-e-Insaaf, told Truth Tracker that the 
government’s reliance on indirect taxes is giving rise to disparity 
in the country. “The burden is on the lower and middle-class 
salaried people. They pay taxes at every step of their lives, while 
their purchasing power hardly improves proportionally.”  He 
said that the amnesty scheme was the worst mechanism to net 
nontaxpayers, “It simply,” he argued, “encouraged tax evaders in 
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the system.”

Omer was of the view that the government’s reliance on tax 
amnesty reflects its non-seriousness to reform the tax machinery, 
which has become too cumbersome due to administrative issues.  
“People do not want to enter the tax net due to various reasons, 
the foremost being the fear of corrupt tax collecting officers on 
their backs.”

Regarding these officers, he says, “Not only do these officers 
teach  their clients different ways to avoid taxes but they also 
blackmail them to get a better price in order to avoid making a 
real effort.” 

Abdul Basit, President Lahore Chamber of Commerce, said that 
it is shameful that out 3.8 million NTN holders, only 800,000 
pay taxes.  He said, “Around 4.8 million people use commercial 
meters, which  collects sufficient data to bring non-filers into 
the tax net.”  He said that contact between the tax collector and 
the taxpayers should be abolished as the first step towards tax 
reforms. “In the existing system, it is the tax collector who is the 
most feared person and he feeds on the rampant corruption,” said 
Basit. 

Independent Viewpoints
Critics dub the practice of legalising the untaxed money through 

amnesty schemes as government’s lethargy and complacency.  
Lethargy, because rather than reforming the tax system, the 
government has been reliant on such short-lived schemes, and 
complacency, because these schemes translate into the electoral 
support that the PML-N government derives from the business 
community.  

Dr Shahid Hassan Siddiqui, Chairman Research Institute of Islamic 
Banking and Finance, Karachi, told Truth Tracker that the PML-N 
had made three promises in its 2013 manifestos. First, that all 
income will be taxed without exception. Second, the economy 
will be documented. Third, the ‘whitening’ of black money will be 
discouraged. Siddiqui believes that the government has done the 
exact opposite of all three.  “The government has increased the 
ratio of withholding tax, which means more indirect taxes without 
bringing in more people into the tax net,” said Siddiqui. He 
referred to the amnesty schemes that had, in fact, according to 
Siddiqui, “Helped people ‘whiten’ their black money. Similarly, he 
pointed out that no mechanism had been developed to document 
the informal economy, other than introducing the withholding tax 
that had been rejected by the traders.

Ruling
With 11.5 percent rise in Tax-to-GDP ratio, the PML-N 
government has failed to meet its promise of meeting the 15 
percent target by 2018

PTI compromised promise of providing free emergency health 
services in KP

Promise Tracking

The Promise
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan had 
promised that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government will ensure the 
provision of free emergency health services to the patients at 
government hospitals in the province.

Background 
On September 4, 2013, during the inauguration ceremony of the 
free emergency treatment service at the Lady Reading Hospital 
(LRH), PTI Chief Imran Khan said that his party’s government 
in KP was giving top priority to the development of the health 
sector for better patient care.

He said that Rs.1 billion had been allocated to provide free 
services to the patients requiring urgent treatment as part of the 
PTI’s agenda of ‘change’.

“We have begun several reforms in health, education and other 
social sectors to trickle down benefits of the government’s 
measures to the people at grass root levels,” he had said.

There are several teaching hospitals in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
including Ayub Teaching Hospital in Abbottabad, Hayat Abad 
Medical Complex, Lady Reading Hospital Peshawar, Khyber 
Teaching Hospital Peshawar, Bannu Medical Complex, Mardan 
Medical Complex, Qazi Humaira Ahmad Medical Complex in 
Nowshera. Moreover, every district has its own hospital.

Tracking
When contacted, KP’s Minister for Health, Shahram Tarakai, 

he said that the PTI’s government has fulfilled its promise of 
the provision of emergency treatment and careful evaluation 
of patients in emergency situations while providing them with 
available medication.

He said that both health and education sectors were ignored 
by the former governments while the PTI’s government has 
prioritised health and education sectors. 

The minister said that emergency units in all teaching hospitals 
have been upgraded with all necessary facilities. He said, “PTI has 
established a strict discipline at hospitals. There was a common 
practice at hospitals that trainee doctors would check patients 
while senior doctors would ignore their duties and rush to their 
private clinics instead.” He said that a biometric system has been 
introduced in hospitals to keep a proper check on doctors, so the 
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patient can be properly examined and provided with appropriate 
care.

He said that the KP Health Department has completed seven 
mega projects that cost Rs. 2778 million in three years. The 
mega projects are; Institute of Cardiology in Peshawar, Peshawar 
Graduate Medical Institute, Gomal Medical College in D I Khan, 
Bacha Khan Medical College Mardan, Shaheed Benazir Bhutto 
Children Hospital in Mardan, Children and Maternity Hospital in 
Charssadda and up-gradation of Bacha Khan Medical Complex 
Mardan.

When contacted, Pakistan Muslim League- Nawaz Member of 
KP Assembly, Aamna Sarfraz, also a member of the standing 
committee on health, she said that the PTI government has 
focused on infrastructure while ignoring the basic facilities 
required by the patients.

She said that the PTI government promised the provision of free 
healthcare facilities in public sector hospitals but the conditions in 
emergency wards are worst as no improvement was recorded in 
emergency services.

She said, “Still, the patients pay Rs. 20 fee to visit outdoor wards 
and buy medicine from private pharmacies. Where is the ‘free 
treatment?”

The PML-N lawmaker said that the opposition parties had voiced 
their concerns several times regarding the abysmal health care 
being provided in emergency wards, but their complaints and 
concerns went unnoticed by the authorities. 

“I think that the PTI has not fulfilled its any promise in KP,” she 
added.

A senior doctor in Hayatabad Medical Complex, who wishes to 
go anonymous, told Truth Tracker that no improvement has been 
observed in the emergency services provided by the hospital. 

“The patients pay Rs 20 for the checkup at emergency wards 
and then purchase medicine from private shops as the required 
medicines are not available in the hospital.” The government had 
allocated Rs 1 billion in 2016-17 but the funds have not been 
utilised properly, he added.

Independent Viewpoints
KP Health Department’s former official, Pir Adnan Sajid told 
Truth Tracker that the emergency health services in KP teaching 
hospitals are far better than other provinces, including the capital, 
and after a recent induction of over 900 doctors both male and 
female, the situation will continue to improve.

He said, “Under previous governments, patients would struggle 
to find a bed in hospitals. Now, the doctor’s behaviour towards 
patients has improved. They are treated with care and respect.” 

Taimur Kamal, Coordinator Pakhtunkhwa Civil Society Network 
(PCSN), said, “The KP government is just focusing on teaching 
hospitals in Peshawar while completely ignoring hospitals in other 
districts.”

He cites Mardan Medical Complex as an example where doctors 
are unavailable in the emergency unit. He said that due to lack of 
facilities in other districts’ hospitals, a minor emergency case is 
referred to Peshawar’s hospitals from there. He further said that 
medicines are not available for emergency patients. 

Ruling
Truth Tracker’s findings after visits to hospitals and interviews 
with various persons related to the health sector reveal that 
the health infrastructure in KP has improved but the promise of 
providing free emergency health facilities has been compromised.

PPP breaks its promise to outreach LHW services to rural areas
Promise Tracking

The Promise
The PPP government had promised in its 2013 manifesto to 
increase the outreach of Lady Health Workers’ services to 100 
percent of rural areas and to urban slums.

Background 
Initiated in 1994, the Lady Health Programme has nearly 
collapsed in Sindh after the devolution of the health sector.  
As soon as the 18th Amendment was enforced, the Federal 
Government stopped lending funds to the health sector while the 
Sindh government refused to allocate resources to the program.  
When the Tharparkar district in Sindh, was hit by drought and 
the subsequent death of hundreds of infants and children due to 
malnutrition and unavailability of timely treatment, the officials 
conceded that one of the reasons for the 2014 health crises 
in Tharparkar was due to the deterioration of the Lady Health 
Workers’ program.  About 642 Lady Health Workers and 22 Lady 
Health Supervisors were not given supplies and wages.  

The Lady Health Programme has been recognised globally as a 
successful community-based primary health care system.  During 
Benazir’s tenure as  Prime Minister, and later, for many years, this 
programme was deemed vital for the improvement of maternal 
and child health indicators.   

The job description of a lady health worker comprises of 
Consultation, Motivation, Help and Reference. Each lady health 
worker visits five to seven houses per diem.  She is responsible 
for attending to 1,000 people or 150 households.  The workers 
are hired after eight years of minimum basic education, they 
are given 15 months of training in the preventive treatment of 
common illness, three months of course work, and 12 months of 
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on-the-job training.  

There are a total of 24,086 Lady Health Workers in Sindh.  These 
workers are able to cover just 42 percent of the areas, while 
the remaining 58 percent is deprived of the benefits of this 
programme.   

The irony is that this programme shared the vision of its leader 
Benazir Bhutto, and yet the government of Sindh has mercilessly 
ignored it.  Not only are these women paid a meagre salary of 
Rs.16,200 per person, the practice of unpaid salaries for three 
to four months at stretch is rampant.  The situation had become 
so abysmal that the workers themselves were deprived of basic 
health facilities, which led to the death of a lady health worker 
during childbirth.  This led to the creation of Pakistan Lady Health 
Workers Welfare Association in December 2008.  Bushra Arain, 
who is the Central President of the organisation, has given the 
above information to Truth Tracker.  

This was the beginning of the struggle of the lady health workers 
against a system that deprived them of their legitimate demands 
of integrating them into the regular health service sector, and 
providing them with decent working conditions.  The sit-ins and 
protests made little difference to the government and eventually, 
Bushra had to file a petition in the Supreme Court. It was in 2012 
that the Supreme Court ordered the Federal and the Provincial 
government to resolve the issue of salaries of the lady health 
workers without delay.  

Though the Sindh government had reluctantly integrated the 
Lady Health Workers’ position under the Civil Servant Act, 1973, 
the issue of timely payment of wages, says Bushra, has not been 
addressed fully. “We have been paid past four months’ salary.” 
“It was a chore to get a notification regarding the allocation of 
resources, their disbursement and the implementation of rules 
by the Sindh officials. They would try to resist at every level and 
every step,” she explained.  

The situation of the Lady Health Worker Programme had not 
been very satisfactory, even when it was managed at the Federal 
level.  The allocation and disbursement of resources had been 
inadequate and few and far between.  Up until 2009, four 
external evaluations had been held to identify gaps and remedial 
measures in the programme.  However, since the devolution, not 
a single evaluation had been carried out in Sindh to sustain the 
22-year-old programme.  

Tracking
Sindh Assembly Deputy Speaker, Shehla Raza, conceded 
that Pakistan People’s Party had been unable to do anything 
substantial for the Lady Health Workers.  She told Truth Tracker 
that during one of the Population Planning meetings, it was 
revealed that not only is Pakistan’s population increasing 
at a phenomenal rate, but maternal deaths have also risen 
proportionally. She further informed that it had been decided 
that in the new plan, the LHW would be given a central role in 
managing both family planning and maternal health issues.  About 
the delays in salaries of the LHW, she said that it is imperative 
that not only salaries should be given in time but they should also 
be increased.  “We have decided to hire more LHWs so that our 
promise to penetrate far and wide into Sindh is fulfilled.” 

Arif Alvi, a member of National Assembly from Sindh and leader 
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf, condemned the PPP government 
for being so callous towards a programme that was considered to 

be the dream of Benazir Bhutto.  “Not only has the government 
in Sindh been unable to prevent children from contracting polio, 
it has brought the entire health system down due to improper 
policies that lead to corruption,” said Alvi.  According to Alvi, “It 
will be a long way before the government in Sindh get serious 
regarding the health issues of their citizens.” 

Sehar Abbasi,  a member of Sindh Assembly, echoed identical 
doubts that coincide with those of  Alvi. She said that her party, 
PML-N, had stood in solidarity with the Lady Health Workers 
during their protests and sit-ins.  “The government is not serious 
about making impactful changes in the health sector or in the 
Lady Health Workers’ Programme,” said Abbasi.  

Bushra Arain, Central President, Pakistan Lady Health Workers’ 
Association, said that many times they were forced to provide 
extra services either during the election days or to administer 
polio drops.  “Administering Polio drops is not part of our job 
description but we are forced to do it nonetheless.”   She further 
added that the government is only hiring 138 new Lady Health 
Workers in Sindh.

Independent Viewpoints
Dr Qaisar Sajjad, Secretary General, Pakistan Medical Association, 
told Truth Tracker that the government does not prioritise 
Healthcare as an important issue on their agenda.  Regarding 
Lady Health Workers, he said, “They form the backbone of 
the healthcare system, especially in a country like ours, where 
70 percent of the population lives in rural areas, women 
health workers become even more important.” “Many issues 
pertaining to women could be solved if the Lady Health Workers’ 
programme is completely implemented in Sindh.  Population,” 
he said. Dr Sajjad said, “The population has been increasing 
exponentially while the government of Sindh was doing nothing.  
With the help of Lady Health Workers, we can control population 
since these women have the leverage to have contact with the 
families they visit and could, therefore, persuade them to adopt 
family planning measures.”

Sajjad said that during the 2010 floods, when his team went to 
rural Sindh, it found women having 15 or 16 children. “When 
we asked the reason behind so many children, they would reply 
that at the end of the day, hardly seven or eight children survive,” 
Sajjad said. He said that the rural women had no idea how to take 
care of their own health or their children’s.  Pakistan is one of the 
countries with the highest maternity and child mortality rate.   

According to a report launched in 2015 by Save the Children 
Pakistan, titled ‘The Urban Disadvantage’, the Maternal Mortality 
Rate in Pakistan is 276 per 100,000 live births and the underwrite 
child mortality rate is around 89 per 1,000 live.  

The doctor concluded his remarks by saying, “We have destroyed 
the health sector, and along with it, the Lady Health Worker 
Programme.” 

Ruling
PPP has failed to keep its promise of increasing the coverage of 
LHW services to 100 percent of rural areas and to urban slums. 
In fact, the Sindh government has destroyed the programme due 
to negligence and lack of interest in providing proper Healthcare 
services.
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Accountability
Future of dozens of MS, PhD scholars at stake

Islamabad: Future of dozens of MS 
and PhD students is at stake after the 
Higher Education Commission (HEC) 
recommended department of Natural 
Sciences of the International Islamic 
University Islamabad (IIUI) be split because 
the newly established department doesn’t 
have its nomenclature, according to 
documents and students.

A number of PhD and MS scholars 
approached Truth Tracker to highlight the 
news in larger interest of more than 40 
MS and 25 PhD male and female students.

When contacted for comments on the 
issue, Aayesha Ikram, Director Media 
HEC, in her email reply said: “The HEC’s 
Ph.D. Program Review Committee 
recommended the split of Ph.D. Program 
of Natural Sciences, not the split of 
Centre.”

She said the Centre for Inter-disciplinary 
Research in Basic Sciences (CIRBS) can 
operate as a Centre and Researchers 
of different disciplines can do inter 
disciplinary research in it.

However, she said as per the HEC’s Ph.D. 
Program Review Committee, the Ph.D. 
Scholars of different specializations 
working under this Centre should be 
awarded the degrees of specialization in 
which they are doing their research i.e. of 
their discipline.
“For that purpose, the scholars should 
be shifted to their relevant departments, 

where adequate resources of their area of 
specializations are available,” she added.

She said scholars will continue their 
degrees in their relevant departments, 
HEC only recommended the transfer 
of these students to their relevant 
departments.

“HEC always safeguard the future of 
scholars, this decision is also taken in the 
best interest of PhD Scholars,” she added.

According to a letter by the HEC titled 
PhD Program Review of International 
Islamic University, Islamabad (IIUI), dated 
December 14, 2016 of which a copy is 
obtained by Truth Tracker: “The University 
should split the program of PhD Natural 
Sciences into specialized disciplines and 
the scholars should be moved to their 
relevant departments for completion of 
their degrees.”

It noted the HEC has developed the 
minimum criteria for higher degree 
programs and circulated among all public 
and private sector Degree Awarding 
Institutions, the HEC has constituted PhD 
programs review committees.

In this context, PhD programs committee 
has visited your university (IIUI), on 26th 
and 27th October 2016, according to the 
letter addressed to the department’s staff.

It further stated the university should halt 
all the activities of the program, including 
conduction of classes, examination, thesis 
defense, award of degrees etc., until HEC 
permits.

“University should not admit any scholar in 

the program until HEC permits,” the letter 
stated.
An MS student who wished to go 
unnamed because of possible reaction 
from the university’s staff said that future 
of 50 plus PhD and MS scholars are 
virtually at stake.

“We are really concerned and don’t 
know about our future because the HEC 
has not provided NoC to our Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Research in basic Sciences 
(CIRBS) department,” he added.

According to HEC’s Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOPs) for establishment of 
a new university/institution of Higher 
Education: “The HEC is authorized to 
advise the Federal Government and the 
Provincial Government on proposals for 
granting a Charter to award degrees in 
both public and private sector.”

The establishment of a university/degree 
awarding institution is a multi-step 
process, according to SOPs, which involves 
fulfilling the legal formalities as well as 
making available the required academic, 
financial and physical infrastructure.

When contacted, Assistant Professor 
Dr. Imran Khan, Head of the CIRBS 
department said he has applied for the No 
Objection Certificate (NoC) from the HEC, 
which would be approved within a month.

But documents and correspondence 
by HEC seen by Truth Tracker revealed 
that the HEC---a top body overseeing 
education in the country--- after series of 
visits to the CIRBS department has found 
that the department operating since 2014 
has not followed the university and HEC 

Rehmat Mehsud
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guidelines.

Dr. Khan earned his PhD degree from 
Germany under “Weaker University 
Program” of HEC, who was earlier teaching 
in Gomal University Dera Ismail Khan.

According to National Education Policy 
2009, Ministry of Education Government 
of Pakistan, that a key deficit is absence of 
clearly articulated minimum standards for 
most educational interventions and their 
outcomes.

It stated that even where these are 
established, there is no measurement or 
structured follow up. As a result, impact 
of the interventions remains subject to 
anecdotes or speculation and the true 
picture never emerges.

The policy stated that the foregoing 
analysis reveals that Pakistan has made 
progress on a number of education 
indicators in recent years.

Notwithstanding the progress, education 
in Pakistan suffers from two key 
deficiencies: at all levels of education, 
access to educational opportunities 
remains low and the quality of education 
is weak, not only in relation to Pakistan’s 
goals themselves but also in international 
comparisons with the reference countries, 
the policy stated.

To a question would the university high 
ups be able to get HEC NoC to keep the 
department function, Masoom Yasinzai, 
rector of the IIUI, said: “The future of the 

scholars studying in the department is 
bright because we have already taken up 
the issue.”

According to documents, the IIUI is 
a public sector university, which was 
established in 1980. NoC is prerequisite 
for any department to be started in 
any university of Pakistan but CIRBS 
department has yet to get HEC approval 
for Natural Science program.
The university is offering PhD in 32 
programs and there are 1,334 Ph. D 
scholars enrolled, according to documents.
The student of the CIRBS said that a 
number of students’ future is tied with 
the department’s ability to get HEC NoC 
following HEC guidelines.

Economic Development
In Khyber Agency, 30,000 years old heritage sites 
in need of protection and preservation 

Izhar Yusafzai

Jamrud: The discovery of 30,000-years-
old archeological sites in Khyber Agency 
of the Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA) would bring tourists and help 
improve the economic condition of the 
war-torn region, say authorities in the 
tribal district bordering Afghanistan.

However, they say, the sites would need 
proper preservation and protection 
measures given the volatile nature of the 
region that has seen long conflict in recent 
years.

Documents obtained by Truth Tracker 

Pakistan said the pre-historic archeological 
sites dated back to the pre-historic, 
Buddhist, Islamic and British eras. The 
sites were discovered in a pilot survey 
conducted by the Political Administration 
- the governing body at tribal agencies - of 
Khyber Agency with the technical support 
of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KP) directorate 
of Archeology.

“The rocks found in Lawara Mayana village 
of Khyber Agency have archeological ruins 
some 30,000 years old,” said Dr. Abdul 
Samad, who heads the KP Directorate of 
Archeology and Museums. Dr. Samad led 
the team of surveyors who discovered the 
sites. 

A total of 110 sites were discovered in 
the Agency of which three are as old as 

30,000 years, said Dr. Samad. He said prior 
to the discovery, the region was known for 
many other archeological sites including 
rock painting, bridges, tunnels and stupas 
going back to the Buddhist era.

However, the political administration of 
Khyber Agency is worried about threats to 
the sites in absence of a proper security 
mechanism to protect and preserve the 
sites.

Speaking to News Lens, Political Agent, 
Khyber Agency, Khalid Mehmood said 
that the new and old archeological sites 
like tunnels, caves, and prisons of ancient 
monarchs had the potential to turn the 
economic fortune of the region in the 
aftermath of a long debilitating conflict but 
only if they were properly preserved.
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He bemoaned the fact that there was 
no archeological expert in the entire 
agency nor were there adequate security 
measures to protect such sites. “The 
five stupas dating back to the Gandhara 
Civilization and the 100 years old railway 
tracks and tunnels are in a sad state owing 
to lack of proper looking after mechanism.”

The KP government and the federal 
government have the KP Antiquities Act-
2016 and Federal Antiquates Act-1975 
to preserve and protect heritage sites but 
article-147 of the Constitution of Pakistan 
exclude FATA from the governance system 
of the rest of Pakistan. 

The region is governed by the Frontier 
Crimes Regulation (FCR). The antiquities 
preservation act of both federal and 
provincial government isn’t extended to 
the tribal region. Experts consider this 
one of the main reasons why the region 
lacked proper protection and preservation 
mechanisms for archeological sites.

Dr. Nidaullah Sehrai, a renowned 
archeologist, said the two sets of parallel 
laws governing regions across Pakistan has 
created situations where huge swathes 
of land like FATA was excluded from the 
Constitution of Pakistan.

“There should be same laws and one 
governing system across the country 
and all laws including the antiquities 
protection acts should be extended to 
FATA to preserve heritage sites in the 
tribal region,” said Sehrai, former director 
of the KP archeology and Museums 
Department.

When asked about the security and 
protection of archeological sites, he said 
there is a need for creating awareness 
among the locals about the importance of 
historical heritage through syllabi taught in 
schools. “Children text books need to have 
chapters highlighting the importance or 
our archeological heritage.”

Cultural tourism is linked to peace in the 
region, Sehrai argued; adding where there 
was peace there would be more tourists 
visiting the region.

To attract tourists to visit the heritage 
sites, he suggested proper facilities 
including accommodation services; meals, 
adequate security and transportation 
should be provided at the sites.

Mehmood, the Political Agent of 
Khyber Agency, said the administration 
was working in consultation with the 
government to extend the antiquities 
protection laws to the tribal region. “This 
would ensure preservation of our rich 
heritage sites,” he said.

The United Nations Educational Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has 
declared six archeological sites including 
the ruins of Indus Valley Civilization at 
Mohenjo-Daro, the Buddhist remains at 
Taxila, the Buddhist ruins at Takht -i-Bahi 

and the Neighboring City Remains at Sahr 
-i-Bahlol of KP, historic monuments at 
Thatta, the Badshahi Fort and Shalimar 
Gardens in Lahore and the Rohtas Fort 
near Jhelum as World Heritage sites. 
18 more archeological sites are on the 
tentative list of properties yet to be 
declared as World Heritage by UNESCO.

Dr. Rafiullah Khan, who teaches at the 
Taxila Institute of Asian Civilizations in 
the Quaid-e-Azam University Islamabad, 
writes in a research article that 
archeological sites in any region helps 
improve the economic condition of the 
locals living there. In the paper entitled 
‘The Reclamation of Gandhara Cultural 
Heritage’ published in the journal of 
Conservation Science in Cultural Heritage, 
Dr. Khan notes that archeological sites are 
a source of income generation at local, 
national and international level.

 “Besides being a source of income 
generation with tourists coming from 
other parts of the world, such sites can 
contribute to positive image of Pakistan,” 
write Dr. Khan. “[They] also can be used 
for cultural projection [of Pakistan] across 
the globe through tourists from western 
countries.”

Khan suggests that it international 
aid agencies should provide desired 
infrastructure to preserve heritage sites in 
the world including Pakistan.

Khan terms the common perception 
among the locals that archeological 
sites are hiding places of treasures as 
unfortunate, “leading to clandestine 
activities surrounding [the sites that] 
damage its worth.” 

2500 year old  rock painting | Photo by News Lens Pakistan

Ruins of Budhist monastories | Photo by News Lens Pakistan
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Accountability
Sindh faces water, sanitation crisis, owing to 
poor governance

KARACHI: Farzana Thaheem, a girl in her 
twenties, walks towards her village along 
with a group of women attired in colorful 
dresses fetching water from a nearby canal 
in a small village in Sindh’s coastal district 
Thatta. The residents of Noor Muhammad 
Thaheem village have no official water 
supply; therefore the women walk miles 
every day to fetch water for their families 
from a distance.

“Every day most of my day time is spent 
collecting water and the exercise is 
tiresome,” Farzana tells her plight.

It’s not just Farzana’s village, but even the 
towns and cities across Sindh have no 
access of potable drinking water.

Sanghar city, district headquarters of 
Sindh’s central district with approximate 
population of 300,000, portrays a similar 
picture. The city’s water supply scheme 
was constructed in 1968, for a population 
of 50,000, is insufficient to meet its 
current needs. 

Locals like Advocate Muhammad Qazafi 
thinks, this becomes very suitable 
condition for commercial water tanker 
service to step in and make money. 

“As per estimates, for the Sanghar city, 
there are only 7,000 households with legal 
water connections, the rest are have illegal 
connections,” said Qazafi, adding, “apart 
from this, there is a pending water supply 

scheme for Sanghar city since 2008,” 
Qazafi adds.
 
Different regions in Sindh province are 
either facing acute water shortage or its 
population is forced to drink polluted 
water. In the Thar region, water shortage 
and the drought claimed lives of 3,000 
children since 2012. The drought was 
also responsible for severe poverty, which 
caused malnutrition.

In this scenario, Supreme Court of 
Pakistan, following a petition which 
alleged the failure of authorities in 
providing potable drinking water and clean 
environment to people of Sindh, ordered 
the formation of a commission headed by 
a Sindh High Court Judge to probe in to 
the matter.

Advocate Shahab Usto moved a petition 
to Supreme Court of Pakistan alleging the 
failure of authorities in providing potable 
drinking water and clean environment to 
people of Sindh. 

“Due to lack of clean drinking water and 
sanitation, people are suffering untold 
pains and miseries in the form of varied 
diseases, lost economic opportunities, 
decrepit physical infrastructure, polluted 
environment and the indignity and shame 
of having to live through dirty, dingy 
and unpalatable conditions,” petitioner 
Advocate Usto told Truth Tracker.

Karachi Water and Sewage Board (KWSB), 
responsible for provision of drinking water 
and sanitation, admits that the city is 
becoming difficult to govern in terms of 
drinking water and sanitation facilities.

“Increasing population of Karachi is 
great challenge for water and sanitation 
facilities,” Misbahud Din Farid, managing 
director KWSB told the Truth Tracker. 
“Besides being largest populated city 
of Pakistan, Karachi is home of around 
10,000 small and big industrial units. So it 
(KWSB) can not make a big difference no 
matter how many schemes are brought in, 
since the population growth is unplanned 
and new industrial units are setting up,” he 
adds.

Dr Noman Ahmed, Chairperson of 
Architecture and Urban Planning 
Department of NED University, believes 
that without effective and strong local 
government system, provision of potable 
drinking water is not possible.
 
“But the problem lies in that we didn’t 
have local government system for last ten 
years or so,” Dr. Noman informed Truth 
Tracker.
 
“In the recent past, a successful scheme 
of clean drinking water was introduced 
across the country during regime of former 
President Pervez Musharraf. The reason 
behind its success was that it was run 
through the local governments. In Karachi 
even today people in their respective areas 
fetch water from the private water plants,” 
Dr. Noman elaborates.

A recent World Bank report declared 
Karachi as one of the ten worst cities 
to live. The report titled ‘Pakistan 
Development Update – Making 
growth matter’, which was launched in 
collaboration with Government of Sindh, 

Zulfiqar Kunbhar
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particularly notes that water scarcity is 
the most serious and imminent problem 
given the fact that existing water supply 
caters to only 55% of the city’s needs. The 
report also laments the fact that the city 
lacks infrastructure to treat and dispose of 
sewerage water and every year 475 million 
gallons of sewerage water is released 
directly into the open sea without any 
treatment. 
 
“The report holds bad governance and lack 
of a formal policy for water supply and 
sanitation as being responsible for water 
scarcity, pointing out the fact that only 50 
percent of the garbage the city produces 
has been sent to landfill sites,” Usto adds.
 
In this perspective, you can witness 
groups of children playing on the edges 
of Karachi’s major sewerage drain, Gujjar 

Nullah, carrying raw sewerage from 
different areas towards Arabian Sea.  

“The encroachments around the drain 
have exposed the population, especially 
children, to high risk for health. Children 
in the vicinity have no other place to play 
but on the embankments of the drain,” said 
Akram, a dweller of the area.

Dr. Noman’s views that sanitation schemes 
were not upgraded keeping up with the 
increasing number of population. He said, 
“The present sanitation system in Sindh 
has become inadequate to cater the needs 
of the people as there is a huge pressure 
on the sewerage outlet system because of 
fresh new multistoried constructions on 
single plots.” 
 
A. Rasheed Channa, spokesman of Chief 

Minister Sindh admitted that PPP-led 
Sindh government did not work on 
provision of water and sanitation facilities 
in entire province. However, in his words, 
one of the major hurdles in provision of 
drinking water and better sanitation was 
the law and order situation across Karachi 
as the government solely concentrated on 
maintenance of law and order.

“After normalizing of the situation, several 
schemes of drinking are in the pipeline and 
some of them like K-4 for water and S-3 
for sewerage have already been initiated,” 
Channa said, adding “similarly government 
has paid special heed for provision of 
drinking water in Tharparkar by installing 
Reverse Osmosis (RO) plants in record 
numbers.

Reporting Elections (Training Workshop)

Media Foundation 360 in collaboration with Walter Cronkite School of Journalism (Arizona State University, 
USA) held a series of training session on “Reporting Elections” in Lahore, Islamabad and Karachi in January 

2017. 

Each training session was three- day long. Trainers from Walter Cronkite School of Journalism included 
Dr Bill Silcock (Director Cronkite Global initiatives and Curator Hubert Humphrey Fellows Program), 
Jason Manning and Theresa Poulson (Professors of Practice, Walter Cronkite School of Journalism). 
While Mubasher Bukhari, President Media Foundation 360 also held sessions on fact checking and 

promise tracking. In total 75 professional journalists from Islamabad, Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, Khyber 
Pakhtuknkhwa and Gilgit Baltistan were trained.

Dr Bill Silcock Theresa Poulson 

Jason Manning MF30 dedicated training workshop “Reporting Elections” to Rauf Sheikh
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Reporting Elections (Training Workshop) Lahore Session Group Photo

Reporting Elections (Training Workshop) Islamabad Session Group Photo

Reporting Elections (Training Workshop) Karachi Session Group Photo






