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Editorial
Fear for freedom of expression advocates as 

bloggers go missing

Freedom of expression and differences of opinion are basic 
components of the concept of democracy. A democratic 
government must protect these components. Unfortunately, 
various elements in Pakistan have been trying to muffle 
freedom of expression and difference of opinion for the last 70 
years. But, Pakistan’s soil keeps producing intellectuals, poets, 
artists and writers who continue to stand for the truth.

But today, there is a wave of fear amongst writers, academics 
and journalists in the aftermath of the disappearance of five 
bloggers from Lahore, Islamabad and Nankana Sahib who’ve 
gone missing over the past two weeks. To date nobody knows 
where they are.

Salman Haider, who went missing from Islamabad, is a teacher, 
poet and rights activist. Waqas Goraya and Asim Saeed, who 
went missing from Lahore, are both bloggers. Samar Abbas is 
President of Civil Progressive Alliance Pakistan and the fifth 
person, Ahmad Raza, is a polio victim and runs a small shop of 
cell phones in Nankana Sahib. They are supporters of secular 
ideology and criticise conservative and extremist doctrines and 
policies.

The government’s quarters say that the five are the movers 
and shakers behind the Facebook page “Bhensa” which uploads 
blasphemous and derogatory posts about religion, Pakistan 
and the army. Yet the government recently promulgated the 
controversial Cyber Crime Law -- laws related to treason 
and blasphemy exist. So if the bloggers have committed a 
cybercrime, indict and punish them according to the law. If they 
are involved in any anti-state activity, interrogate, charge and 
punish them through the course of law. But if not, then there 
is no legal, constitutional or ethical justification to explain their 
mysterious disappearances.

If anyone believes that he can manage to spread fear through 
these kinds of incidents and shut down people who might 
express unpopular views, they are mistaken. The missing 
bloggers represent the educated and moderate youth of 
Pakistan and have played some role in the War on Terror, for 
let’s remember that this is not simply a war which is fought 
in the battlefield only. It is a war also being fought through 
narrative.

The government should ensure recovery of these bloggers. The 
rulers should keep one thing in mind: they can jail a person but 
not his thoughts. They can torture a poet but not his poetry. 
They can inflict wounds to an intellectual but not his narrative.
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Editor’s Note

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is in the midst of a major probe for his children’s 
involvement in the Panama papers. This has resulted in a massive outburst from 
political parties in Pakistan, who are vehemently demanding to know why prime 
minister would hide and withhold major financial information from the election 
commission and the country.

Almost nine months ago the largest leaks, 11.5 million, in the global history named 
214,488 entities and individuals across the continents for holding clandestine offshore 
business companies, kleptocracy, and evasion of international sanctions and taxes. 
Consequently, international political figures faced probes and were even pressured 
into leaving office. About four hundred Pakistani individuals were found to be involved 
in the said paper. The involvement of the Prime Minister’s children has not come as a 
shock to many in Pakistan but has dampened the collective morale.

Consequently, major political opposition actors have called upon the Prime Minister to 
step down until the Supreme Court hearing is concluded. Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf, PTI, 
stepped on the gas in April 2016, as the panama papers surfaced and exerted pressure 
on the government and the SC for a fair trial of the PM and his family, through storms 
of protests. Jamaat-e-Islami, JI, leader Sirajul Haq, is demanding the justification of the 
premier to stay in the office while resounding charges loom above. Pakistan People’s 
Party, PPP, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari’s acerbic stance made many waves however it has 
quieted considerably after Asif Zardari’s return.

Nawaz Sharif spokesperson and loyal party members maintain that he hasn’t committed 
any crime. However, the proceedings of the Panama case can damage Prime Minister’s 
vote bank. Further, PTI submitted evidence includes the 200-page 1998 report, initially 
submitted to then president Rafiq Tarar, by Rehman Malik detailing financial corruption 
charges against Sharif. This report helped PTI raise Islamabad’s political temperatures 
substantially.

The Panama Papers and subsequent court hearings are quite a complex issue and it will 
be prudent for the SC to carry out its course impartially. Fortunately the pace of the 
hearing has gained a fair momentum signalling that the smoke of political uncertainty 
will lift soon.

News media in the meantime is fixated on the Panama case. In Pakistan no certain laws 
bar the media from discussing the legal proceedings of trials underway. Such freedom 
has led to indulgence by the media. A magnitude of reports, talk shows, and opinions 
are devoted to the case. What fuels this media fire is all the speculations about the 
verdict are premature. Media’s role is to inform the masses and contextualize issues and 
suggesting solutions. Judiciary and media are towering pillars of the state. It will only be 
wise for media to support and respect the process and not to try and impinge upon it or 
colour public opinion unnecessarily.
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Security
Rights organisations and opposition parties 
resist expected revival of military courts   

Waqar Gillani
Islamabad: The PML-N Government 
intends to resuscitate controversial 
military courts for speedy trial of terror-
suspects while the rights organisations 
and opposition parties are resisting the 
government’s bid. 

“The government held a meeting last 
week and decided to enter consultation 
with other political forces to revive 
controversial military courts to trial 
suspect militants,” an official statement of 
the PM office further said. 

Country’s 11 military courts ceased to 
work on January 7 at the conclusion of the 
designated period of two years. 

Local and global human rights defenders 
and legal experts are opposed to these 
exclusive courts to try alleged terrorists in 
the country with more than a decade old 
conflict with Islamic militant groups.

These military courts were set up in 
January 2015 as a result of a unanimous 
agreement between the civil-military 
leaderships. The courts were set up 
for a period of two years through a 
constitutional amendment adopted 
by country’s parliament without any 
opposition.

The military courts were introduced in 
Pakistan under a 20-point National Action 
Plan (NAP) to counter terrorism and 
militancy. The civil-military leaderships 
jointly adopted the NAP following a 
terrible attack of militants on the Army 
Public School Peshawar resulting in a 

brutal killing of nearly 150 people – mainly 
students. Point two of the NAP called for 
setting up “special trial courts” under the 
supervision of Pakistan Army for a period 
of two years. 

Last week, federal government 
announced to enter a fresh consultation 
with all political parties aiming another 
constitutional cover to the suggested 
military courts for another certain 
period “to implement NAP in true spirit,” 
as stressed by political leaders in the 
Pakistani media.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and 
country’s newly appointed Chief of Army 
Staff Qamar Javed Bajwa attended the 
meeting among other ministers, military 
leadership and executives of intelligence 
agencies. The members of the meeting, 
an official said, agreed the military courts 
played an extremely important role at a 
very crucial juncture of the action against 
extremism and terrorism and these courts 
should be set up again.

On the other side, human rights bodies 
and many lawyers and former judges 
believe government must not set up the 
controversial military courts again.

“We should not have military courts. 
Instead, we should improve our current 
criminal justice system,” Nasir Aslam 
Zahid, a former judge of Supreme Court 
of Pakistan, said, adding, “such judicial 
reforms and improvised system is 
impossible without educating the society.” 

Zahid says the record of the normal courts 
clearly show awarding of death sentence 
to hundreds criminals every years 
according to the law. “Only education, a 
strong political will to overhaul criminal 

justice system and parliament can lay a 
pivotal role in making society refined and 
better civilized where they feel there is no 
need of such extraordinary special military 
courts.” 

He noted that civilized societies have 
education and the rule of law there are 
no military courts. “And if we continued 
this way without revolutionizing society 
and system we will become a dark country 
like Senegal in Africa and I can see this as 
writing on the wall,” he feared predicting 
a bloody revolution after some decades to 
correct the system. 

“There is no need of a separate judicial 
system or procedure through these speedy 
courts because without overhauling the 
whole system and feeling a collective 
responsibility such isolated attempts like 
military courts cannot crate deep impact,” 
Zahid, former SC judge further maintained.

Former Senator and senior leaders of the 
ruling Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz 
(PML-N) Zafar Ali Shah also opposed the 
concept of military courts. “I am against 
the setting up of these courts from day-
one. We should follow the normal course 
of law to try civilians and terrorists and 
improve the standards of investigation and 
prosecution,” he says. 

However, a number of the vulnerable 
groups and victims of terrorism believe in 
military courts. Many are frustrated and 
have little hope for the improvement in 
the judicial system and rule of law because 
of lack of political will. They believe there 
is no other way but to get hold of the 
militants and sentence them through such 
speedy military courts, particularly, when 
normal courts fail to conclude these cases 
properly. 
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“We are all for such special (military) courts 
to dispense justice and award sentence to 
the terrorists involved in killing innocent 
people of Pakistan,” a former judge of 
Lahore High Court says, asking not to 
be named. “When there is no hope of 
improvement in judicial system and end to 
corruption there is no other choice except 
to accept these military trials of terrorists,” 
he said. 

Therefore the judge emphasized that we 
must also think of human rights of those 
innocent people being killed in terror 
attacks for the past several years and the 
suffering of their families caused by the 
absence of justice and improper action by 
the state amid fears of backlash.

Following the wrapping up of the military 
courts, the trails pending in these courts 
have been transferred to Anti Terrorist 
Courts, country’s Interior Minister Ch. 
Nisar Ali Khan said. 

According to Inter Services Public 
Relations (ISPR), the press department of 
Pakistan Army, in the past two years the 
military courts heard 274 cases, awarded 
161 death sentences while 12 executions 
were carried out since January 2015. “The 
military courts ceased to function upon 
expiry of its mandated period and the 
swift disposal of cases through the military 
courts yielded positive effects towards 
reduction in terrorist’s activities in an 
environment of heightened terrorism”, the 
ISPR statement said.

In August 2015, Supreme Court (SC) 
dismissed many constitutional petitions 
against the establishment of these 
controversial military courts in a majority 
vote. The SC, however, maintained all 
decisions of military courts would be 
subject to judicial review by the appellate 
courts. 

Following the course, the SC on Aug 29, 
2016 dismissed appeals of 16 convicts of 

military courts.

Military courts have remained 
controversial throughout Pakistan’s history. 
Such courts have mainly introduced in 
martial law regimes.

A global human rights group, International 
Commission of Jurists (ICJ), in his latest 
statement urged Pakistan to stop these 
military courts and should not extend legal 
provisions that empower such courts to 
try civilians for terrorism-related offence 
terming such trails “disastrous for human 
rights in Pakistan.”

The ICJ viewed these trials in military 
courts “secret, opaque and that they 
violate even basic fair trials rights — and 
don’t do anything to protect people from 
acts of terrorism.” The ICJ urged Pakistan 
to not extend the military courts and 
ensure that all counter-terrorism laws 
and procedures are in accordance with 
Pakistan’s human rights obligation.
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Shaukat Korai

Karachi: Sixty-year-old Hajra’s hope for 
the release of her eighteen year old son, 
Rasheed Malay, who is in custody in an 
Indian jail for the past 3 years, has been 
rekindled. 

Hajra hopes that her son will be released 
soon, because Pakistan has released 439 
Indian fishermen on the 25th of December 
2016 and another 219 fishermen on the 
5th of January 2017.

“Rasheed was captured from the Arabian 
Sea along with his fishing boat by the 
Indian Coast Guard in 2014,” said Hajra, 
Rasheed’s mother.

“I have lost hope of my son’s early release 
amidst soaring tension between India 
and Pakistan on the Line of Control (LOC) 
after the terrorist attack in Uri, Kashmir in 
India,” she lamented. Terrorists attacked 
military camp at Uri on September 18, 
2016. The attack left 18 soldiers dead and 
19 injured. 

On Sunday, December 25th, 2016, and 
January 5th, 2017 Volunteers of Edhi 
foundation and Pakistan Fisher Folk Forum 
(PFF) went to see off the 439 Indian 
fishermen released from Malir Landhee 
Jail, Karachi. 

“Edhi foundation donated 500 rupees in 
cash along with clothes and breakfast to 
each fisherman,” said Faisal Edhi, Patron-
e-Chief of Edhi Foundation. Edhi said that 

the foundation also covered their travel 
expenses to Wagah Border.

According to the authorities at Malir 
Landhee Jail Karachi, 439 Indian fishermen 
have been released beyond the directives 
given by the Federal Government of 
Pakistan.

“The fishermen were handed over to 
Indian authorities at Wagah Border, 
straddling the line between Pakistan and 
India, 29 km from the town of Lahore on 
the Pakistani side and 27 km from Amritsar 
in India,” said Edhi.
Muhammad Ali Shah, Chairman of PFF, 
is hopeful of a similar response from the 
Indian Government. He is optimistic that 
they will release Pakistani fishermen in 
return. 

“These fishermen are innocent, they had 
no malicious intent, their crime was fishing 
which serves as their livelihood,” he said.  

“Maritime Security Agency (MSA) of 
Pakistan is responsible for the arrest of 
Indian fishermen when they reportedly 
enter Pakistani waters while in India, the 
Coast Guard, Border Security Force (BSF), 
Customs and Indian Navy do the same to 
Pakistani fishermen,” said Muhammad Ali 
Shah.

“Release of detainees was continued 
intermittently by India and Pakistan 
(Indo-Pak), but it was halted due to the 
Uri terrorist attack. It is good news for 
the miserable families eagerly awaiting 
the release of these detainees’, that 
the process has been restored shortly,” 
Shah added. He said that 150 Pakistani 

fishermen are being detained in India along 
with 300 fishing boats. 

According to the statics of the PFF, 150 
Pakistani fishermen are detained in India 
and 87 Indian fishermen in Pakistan 
including 66 Indian fishermen who were 
arrested on the 27th of December 2016 
by the MSA. 

Shah said that there has been no such 
agreement between Pakistan and India 
to release people who cross the border 
unintentionally, nor is there any visible 
sign of a border in the sea to guide these 
fishermen.

“Both countries trail fishermen under 
illegal border entry, anti drug, passport 
and smuggling act. The arrest of fishermen 
has been going on since the creation of 
Pakistan in 1947,” he added. 

“Indo-Pak signed a bilateral agreement in 
2008 to share the list of detainees, agreed 
for counsel access,” Shah noted. Both 
countries share list of detainees biannually 
on the 1st of January and the 1st of July 
annually. 

Pakistan High Commission shared a list of 
detainees on the 1st of July 2016 that said 
that 504 Indian nationals were detained in 
Pakistan including 460 fishermen and 460 
Pakistanis were detained in India, including 
150 fishermen. 

In response to Pakistan’s list of detainees, 
Indian authorities recognized only 271 out 
of 460 detainees; meanwhile 189 persons 
are still missing.



Recently, Ansar Burney Trust International 
filed a petition in Sindh High Court for 
the recovery of 189 missing persons of 
Pakistan in India. Ansar Burney is a well-
known Human rights activist of Pakistan. 
A number of Pakistani prisoners have been 
released from various countries due to the 
efforts of Ansar Burney Trust. The Trust 
also provides free legal services. 

Muhammad Ali Shah said that 65 Pakistani 
fishermen have been missing since 
1992. “No information regarding their 
whereabouts has come forth so far,” he 
added. 

“Indian authorities have denied their 
existence in jail as well,” he said. 
Advisor to Prime Minister on Foreign 
Affairs, Sartaj Aziz, told Senate on the 29th 
of July, 2016, that 450 Pakistani fishermen 
have been arrested by the Indian 
authorities over the past five years. They 
were arrested for unauthorized presence 
in Indian waters. 

Human Rights Activist and General 
Secretary of Pakistan-India Peoples’ Forum 
for Peace and Democracy, Jatan Lal Desai, 
said that the arrest of the fishermen 
remains a serious issue between the two 
nations. 

Desai said that the fishermen have no 
other intention except to fish. “Fishing 
is the livelihood for their families,” Desai 
said, adding “Exterior ministers of both 
countries agreed to constitute a judicial 
committee in September, 2008 in 
Islamabad which included eight retired 

Judges, four from each country.”
 
Desai said that the Judicial Committee 
was authorized for consular access so as 
to collect information on the detainees 
and establish their citizenship, which is 
inactive in these days and demanded its 
restoration.

He also noted that recently, the Indian 
Government announced the installation 
of GPS in fishing boats and marking of the 
maritime boundary by floating poles and 
lights to warn fishermen not to go beyond 
them.

He said that the detained fishermen 
who have completed their sentence face 
a national status confirmation issue. 
Rasheed Malah is in Indian jail, facing a 
similar problem. “Pakistani authorities have 
not confirmed his nationality yet,” Desai 
said. 

“Rasheed was sentenced three months 
imprisonment by the Indian trail court 
under illegal border entry act,” says Kamal 
shah spokesperson of PFF.  
“He was arrested in 2014, while crossed 
the Sea border 200 nautical miles away 
from the commercial city of Karachi,” he 
said. 

Rasheed was 15 years old in 2014 upon 
his arrest and hence underage for proper 
documentation like Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC). “Recently, the Police 
has submitted a report regarding his 
national status, this report confirmed his 
nationality,” he said.

PFF held a series of protests against the 
detention of fishermen and launched 
street protest and hunger strike in Karachi.

Asian Human Rights Watch report 2010, 
says regarding the arrest of fishermen, 
“Punishment for crossing another 
country’s waters by fishing boats may be 
imprisonment for a few months but due 
to the hostility between Indo-Pak, the 
fishermen languish for years in detention 
centers even after completing their 
imprisonment term.” 

The report further stated that due to the 
absence of any such demarcation on the 
sea border, fishermen of both nationalities 
end up crossing their designated 
coordinates and enter the other country’s 
administered zone, facing arrests and 
confiscation of their boats. 
The report noted “Sir Creek” as one of 
the disputed points, and a hotspot for the 
arrest of fishermen. Chairman PFF said 
that there are 17 Creeks in the Arabian 
Sea, ‘Sir Creek’ is a disputed point among 
Indo-Pak. “The fishermen are mostly 
arrested from that particular point,” he 
said.

Desai said that both countries should 
adopt a ‘no arrest policy’ and sign an 
agreement to declare the Arabian Sea 
as a ‘free fishing zone.’ He further added 
that instead of arresting the fishermen, 
authorities of both countries should just 
direct them back to their homeland and 
point out the violation of the sea border.
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Accountability
Earth Cracks in Quetta: Residents alarmed as di-
minishing groundwater triggers land subsidence

Hizbullah Kakar

Quetta: Population growth and 
overconsumption of groundwater has led 
to decline in the water-table in Quetta, 
causing land subsidence in different parts 
of the city and damage to buildings, roads 
and pipelines.

According to Dr. Din Mohammad Kakar, 
a professor at the Geology Department 
in the University of Balochistan, land 
subsidence is evident in parts of Quetta, 
the provincial capital. He said groundwater 
has been pumped out at a rate far greater 
than it is being replenished in the arid 
Balochistan that gets little rainfall and 
has long history of droughts, causing land 
subsidence.

Dr. Kakar told Truth Tracker that the water 
table has declined to about 300 feet in the 
last 40 years. Presently the water table, 
he said, is falling at the rate of 10-15 feet 
per year. With continued decline in the 
level of groundwater without adequate 
recharge, the soil sediments became 
increasingly compressed, causing the land 
to subside, he said.

“According to the Global Positioning 
System (GPS) data, the Quetta zone is 
subsiding at the rate of 10cm every year,” 
said Dr. Kakar. “The phenomenon of 
subsidence is irreversible. The buildings 
and land cannot be restored to its original 
level even if new dams are made and 
the water table rises back to its previous 
measure,” he claimed.

Quetta is the largest city and a Valley in 
the southern province of Balochistan, 
bordering Afghanistan. The province is arid 
and groundwater is the primary source of 
for domestic use and agricultural irrigation. 
With the declining groundwater level, 
says Dr. Kakar, additional wells are being 
drilled for agricultural use and farmers are 
pumping far deeper for groundwater.

According to a 2013 research study 
conducted by the University of Balochistan 
in collaboration with the University of 
Colorado, USA, and the University of 
Peshawar, the main driving force for 
subsidence is the increased population, 
creating a gap between water supply and 
demand. Deforestation on the mountains 
is also contributing to the decrease in 
rainfall and rise in temperature.

The research, “Land subsidence and 
declining water resources in Quetta 
Valley,” says: “The population of Quetta 
city in 1975, according to a census, 
was 260,000. The city rapidly started 
expanding in the late 1970s and 1980s 
because of war-related migrations from 
neighbouring Afghanistan so that by 
1985, the population had almost doubled 
(490,000). The population continued to 
rise at a steady rate and the 1998 census 
data put the population at 560,000. In 
recent years, drought conditions that 
affected the surrounding areas of Quetta 
caused an increase in population migration 
from rural areas to Quetta. This migration 
once again caused dramatic growth in the 
urban population and current estimates 
for Quetta is over 1.2 million. This has 
created a gap between supply and demand 

of water for domestic use. Mounting 
population growth and depleting 
groundwater supplies are creating an 
alarming situation.”

Dr. Din Mohammad Kakar, one of the 
researcher who worked on the study, 
says land subsidence has mainly occurred 
in north and south of regions of Quetta. 
Fissures have developed between the 
localities of Mia Ghundi to Baleli. The 
fissure in killi Sofi near Baleli is the largest 
– more than one kilometer in length. 
Another fissure near Arbab Karam Road 
has a length of 100 meters and in the Killi 
Sariab, a 600 meters long fissure appeared 
developed in March 2015. According to 
Dr. Kakar, the fissure was spread across 
four streets of Killi Sariab.

“Groundwater is the only water source 
for domestic and agricultural use but it’s a 
suicide to use water for agriculture,” says 
Dr. Kakar. “We are in a situation where we 
have already exploited the water supply 
meant for the next generation water. To 
date, 70 per cent of groundwater is being 
used for agriculture in Quetta,” he added.

He said the government should ban 
agriculture in Quetta. “All landowners want 
is to get financial advantage at the cost of 
the valley and its people by drilling more 
and more tube wells to water crops.

Javaid Ahmed, the Chief Engineer at the 
Public Health Engineering Department 
(PHED), said subsidence in Quetta valley 
was not triggered solely by decline in 
water aquifers. He said the government 
was building new dams to solve the water 
issue.



10 Truth Tracker

January 16-31, 2017

He told Truth Tracker that agriculture 
could not be stopped in Quetta, “The 
government is considering advanced 
irrigation systems like trickle irrigation and 
others for agriculture.”

Damage, to the property and structures in 
the city, has caused alarm among people 
and real-estate developers, causing them 
not to invest in properties threatened by 
land subsidence. There are many damaged 
government and private buildings that 
need to be demolished, said Rizawan 
Ahmad, a civil engineer based in Quetta. 
Ahmad works on structural integrity of 
damaged buildings and homes in areas 
affected by land subsidence. The damaged 
buildings could threaten human lives if 
they collapse, he said.

“With land subsidence, cracks in building 
structure are appearing in various parts 
of the city,” said Ahmad, adding, “a large 
population lives and works in these 
building and houses. They can’t afford to 
relocate and the buildings they live in are 
too dangerous for them.”

Land subsidence has also had a negative 
impact on demand for residential property. 
The property rates in areas affected by 
subsidence are much lower than where it 
does not exist. Asif Bangalzai, a property 
dealer at Sariab Road, said: “Subsidence 

has badly affected the Sariab area. People 
don’t take interest in buying houses and 
land here due to fear of an danger.”

At the same time, those who could 
afford to move have left for safer places 
in the city. Iqbal Smalani, a resident at 

Gahe Khan Chowk on Sariab Road said 
there were cracks in every home of his 
neighbourhood. “We live in fear that 
our house could collapse anytime. Many 
people who had money and could afford to 
move to safe areas have left their damaged 
houses.”

Subsidence impact on a hospital walls | Photo by News Lens Pakistan

Subsidence impact on residential buildings | Photo by News Lens Pakistan
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PPP failed to eliminate parallel justice system (Faislo) in Sindh.  

Promise Tracking

The Promise
Pakistan People’s Party, in its manifesto for Election 2013, had 
promised that once in power it will eliminate parallel justice 
system in the country and reform law enforcement agencies to 
ensure that violence against women is curtailed. 

Background 
Jirga, the council of elders, referred to in Punjab as Panchayat and 
in Sindh as Faislo, is a traditional mode of justice system in rural 
Pakistan. Its popularity lies in the mechanism to provide cheap 
and speedy community-based justice. This mechanism of justice 
has however earned the ire of human rights groups and the 
mainstream judicial system for being biased, prejudiced and on 
many occasions cruel towards women. Women have been used 
as compensation to settle scores between the erring parties. The 
famous case of Mukhtara Mai in 2002, also involved a Jirga that 
ordered her gang rape as indemnification.  

Ali, Mumtaz, an elder from Shikarpur, defended Jirga system 
while talking to Truth Tracker. He said that it could be corrupt, but 
in the absence of a responsive and prompt judicial system, Jirga 
provides the best alternative to the rural people. It offers, he said, 
mediation, arbitration and consensus by the elders of society.  

A report conducted by USAID in 2016. ‘Women, Violence, and 
Jirgas--- Review study for the National Commission on the Status 
of Women,’ says that Jirga is an all male-dominated institution. Its 
members are selected for their reputation as “honourable men,” 
of the society.  “The focus is on restoring societal equilibrium 
rather than justice and human rights of the individuals.” 

In 2015, a Jirga in Darel Valley of Diamir, district, ordered that 
women would not be allowed to vote in elections. The Jirga 
included religious leaders and candidates from political parties. 

In 2014, an eleven-year-old girl Amna was married to an elderly 
man. He was the brother of a girl raped by Amna’s uncle. Such 
compensations are commonly ordered by jirgas.     In 2013, a girl 
aged 12 appealed to the Chief Justice of Pakistan to protect her 
from Jirga that had ordered her to marry an older man in Doong 
Derra in Upper District.  

In a recent incident (2016) two brothers were ordered by a Jirga 
in Noushero Feroze, Sindh, to chew their Chappals (slippers) 
because their donkey cart had collided with the vehicle of an 
influential man.  

The irony is that these cases happen in the presence of 
Prevention of Anti-Women Practices (Criminal Law Amendment 
2011) that empowers the police to arrest without warrant people 
engaged in violence against women.  

Article 175 of the Constitution of Pakistan says that ‘no other 
institution unless established by the law, shall exercise the 
adjudicatory power of a court.’ 

The Sindh High Court in a case cited as SBLR 2004, Sindh, 918 
gave a landmark ruling by declaring the Jirga system unlawful, 
unconstitutional, violating fundamental human rights. 

The Supreme Court of Pakistan banned Jirgas in 2012, calling it 
unconstitutional.

Tracking
To check if PPP has managed to fulfil its promise at least in Sindh 
where it has been in power since 2013, Truth Tracker contacted 
Nafisa Shah, a member of National Assembly from Sindh. While 
inquiring her via email if the Sindh government has done anything 
to eliminate the parallel justice system she replied: 

“Criminal justice should ideally involve the whole country. So to 
say that there should be a provincial response to a problem that is 
Countrywide may not be the right approach in my view.”

Shah vehemently objected to the Jirga system saying that Jirga 
system, which is called Faislo in Sindh, operated through a system 
of fine and compensation.  “I think both systems are unfair 
to women because women’s access to justice regarding their 
presence is limited, and their voices remain unheard in both.”

Giving more details, she commented that the Faislo and Jirga 
thrive in Pakistan because of the failure of criminal justice system 
to provide fair, speedy and transparent justice system. “I have 
seen in my area (Kharipur Mir, Sindh) for instance that cases in 
the courts or the police are used as a bargaining chip in the final 
settlements,” she maintained. 

Shah stressed the need to reform the police and the judicial 
system and emphasized that such laws should be made at the 
federal level. Further, she recommended that Jirgas or Faislo 
should be forbidden to mediate in cases that involve murder, 
violence against men or women, children and marriage disputes. 

Another PPP Leader Robina Qaim Khani, who is also a member 
of Sindh Assembly and had held the portfolio of Social Welfare 
and Special Education until 2015, told Truth Tracker that the PPP 
government had made many laws to give protection to women. 
She, however, admitted that there was a general lethargy in 
getting these laws implemented.  She also confirmed that no 
law has so far been made to eliminate the Jirga system. “Our 
government has, however, setup women police station to ensure 
that women could access the law enforcers without fear of 
intimidation,” Khani added.  

The member of the opposition party Pakistan Muslim League-F in 
Sindh, Nusrat Sehar Abbasi, told Truth Tracker that Jirga system 
was very common in Ghothki, Shikarpur, Jacobabad, and Larkana. 
Talking about women police station, she said, these stations are 
not entirely operational. She opined that Sindh government failed 
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at implementation of the laws. 

Abbasi suggested that the failure of the Sindh government to 
enact legislation to eliminate the parallel justice system was 
because the parliamentarians sitting in the Sindh Assembly 
happened to be feudal lords. “Since the system thrives on fine 
and compensation, and women are commonly used to settle the 
dispute in place of any monetary or punitive action, it goes for 
those in power,” noted Abbasi.

Independent Viewpoints
A senior lawyer, practicing in Sindh, Tahir Khan, blamed the 
Sindh government for not taking Jirga system and its anomalies 
seriously.  He told Truth Tracker that Jirga system was highly 

biased towards women.  “In spite of a law that gives power 
to the police to intervene, the law enforcers have not taken 
any substantive action,” said Khan. He commented that it 
was probably so due to the involvement of lawmakers in the 
Jirga system. On implementation of law, he agreed that the 
government has failed to enforce laws already in place to protect 
women rights

Ruling
PPP in spite of being active in making laws about women rights 
has failed to fulfil its promise to eliminate the most heinous 
system called Jirga that uses women as the compensation tool to 
settle disputes in rural Sindh.

Promises, promises, promises. That’s the sum of much 
campaigning, but then we hear little until the next 
election rolls around. Then we hear that the party ful-
filled all its promises.

It is easy to lose track of these promises, when there 
are so many - and they sound so great in a rousing 
campaign speech. They make colourful, catchy quotes 
as well.

But Truth Tracker is going to watch as the winners 

unfold their plans to fulfil those promises. We’ll write 
about the key promises and then check in occasion-
ally to see how it’s going. When a promise is broken, 
fulfilled, or compromised, we’ll let you know.

We used the party symbols for our icons portraying 
the stages. PML-N, holding the Centre and Punjab, is 
a tiger. PTI, ruling in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, is a cricket 
bat. And PPP, which rules in Sindh, is the arrow.

These are the five stages of promise fulfilment:

Not Started
If a promise is just hanging there, with no action at all, 
we label it as Not Started. No action, just talk.

Underway
Once the party has taken some action or positive 
steps, we label the promise as Underway. This means 
there is visible progress toward fulfilment.

Compromise
The reality of politics is that you can’t always get what 
you want. Promises that can’t be fulfilled, but lead to 
an action that goes partway to fulfilment, are labeled 
Compromise.

Broken
When the promise is clearly not going to be fulfilled, 
we label it Broken. A promise can stagnate for a long 
time, but we won’t call it broken until there is a deci-
sion by the ruling party or a defeat in legislation.

Fulfilled
On those happy occasions when a promise is actually 
carried out, we will mark it Fulfilled. 

What the promise fulfilment levels mean

Ruling symbols of PML-N, PPP and PTI
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PML-N failed to synchronize prayers timing of all sects in Islamabad

Promise Tracking

The Promise
The PML-N led government last year had announced to 
implement synchronizing Nizam-e-Salat system (call for prayers 
timing) of all sects in the federal capital. 

Background 
On March 4, 2015, the PML-N government had vowed to 
implement call for prayers system initially in Islamabad, which 
later would be extended to the provinces. Sardar Muhammad 
Yousuf, minister for religious affairs, was tasked to implement the 
Nizam-e-Salat system initially in Islamabad. Under the system, 
both calls for prayers and prayers were to be offered at a fixed 
time irrespective of any religious sect’s inclination or practice.

The minister for religious affairs had formed a 10-member 
committee, representing people of all school of thoughts 
and officials of the Ministry of Religious Affairs to chalk out 
recommendations. 

However, implanting the system isn’t an easy task to be done 
in a country where religious leaders maintain great influence in 
religious affairs.

Tracking
To Truth Tracker moves to contact officials of the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs, ruling and opposition parliamentarians and 
independent analyst to know about the status of the promise. 

The minister for religious affairs didn’t respond to telephone calls 
or text messages as Truth Tracker tried to seek his comments. 

However, Imran Bashir Siddiqui, director media, Ministry of 
Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony, in his face-to-face 
interview told Truth Tracker that the ministry has done a lot 
of work to implement the Nizam-e-Salat system in the federal 
capital, Islamabad.

The minister himself, Siddiqui said had visited worship places of 
different school of thoughts to convince them to help implement 
synchronize prayers timing. He said that his ministry had 
considerable achievements in implementing the system. 

“We have around 1,052 worship places of different sects in 
Islamabad and all these offer Friday prayers at 1:30pm, which is 
a great development,” he remarked. The minister, he said had a 
meeting with all the provincial chief ministers to discuss how to 
synchronize call for prayers timing. “It isn’t an easy job to be done 
because we have different religious leaders from various sects 
who have greater say in religious affairs,” Siddiqui added. 

He said the government has succeeded to form Ulama Mashaikh 
Council (UMC), a body representing all school of thoughts, aimed 
at building religious harmony in the country. 

When contacted, Sayed Akhundzada Chattan, a leading member 
of Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP), while referring to Nizam-e-
Salat timings said that it is a good initiative of PML-N if it is 
implemented in letter and spirit. 

“But they (PML-N) cannot implement this because they are 
unable to stop public gathering of banned outfits in Islamabad 
even. How the PML-N can forge religious harmony?” Chattan 
questioned.

When asked that the government said the system is somehow 
implemented in Islamabad, Chattan said that yes it is 
implemented to the level of official papers but not on the ground.

Zahid Khan, a parliamentarian from Awami National Party (ANP), 
said that he has not witnessed any implementation of the unified 
system of call for prayers because the PML-N is stuck in Panama 
Leaks issues, having no time to focus on problems’ solution.

“There is no such progress made to implement the system,” he 
added.

Dr. Arif Alvi, a lawmaker from Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI), said 
that the PML-N has done nothing for religious harmony. “I don’t 
think they (PML-N) have implemented Nizam-e-Salat timings,” he 
recalled. 

It is imperative to implement the decision and be extended to 
other cities of the country, he added. 

Truth Tracker also visited several mosques in Islamabad and 
observed that call for prayer system was not synchronized.

Independent Viewpoints
Mansoor Akbar Kundi, a political analyst, told Truth Tracker that 
all political parties including the PML-N never kept their promises 
hundred per cent. 

Pakistan’s politics, he said are underdeveloped and democracy is 
never established here because there are pressure groups. 

When asked whether the PML-N has fulfilled its promise to 
synchronize call for prayers timing in Islamabad, he said: “Never, 
never, zero, and even the loudspeaker is being misused instead.”

The government, he said has not achieved any progress to build 
religious harmony.

Ruling
In the light of comments and views of official of the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs, opposition lawmakers and analyst, Truth Tracker 
finds that the PML-N promise stands broken.
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PPP compromised its promise 
to increase health budget to 5 percent of spending

Promise Tracking

The Promise
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), in its manifesto for Election 2013, 
had promised that it would increase the state’s pending on 
health to 5 percent of the consolidated government spending 
by the end of next term (the tenure of the federal and provincial 
governments will be over before May 2016. 

Background 
In Election 2013, the PPP lost against PML-N and joined 
opposition benches in National Assembly. Still, it bagged enough 
provincial assembly’s seats in Sindh and formed the provincial 
government. Health sector is a provincial subject and the PPP can 
apply and fulfil its promises in Sindh.

Health has been low on the priority list of Pakistan governments. 
The federal budget for health has always hovered around one to 
two per cent of the total budget. The trend continued even after 
the 18th Amendment as health became the provincial subject. 
None of the provincial governments paid serious attention to the 
health sector or tried to increase the budget closer to the national 
requirement. The situation in Sindh is precarious.  

Some of the major diseases, such as hepatitis and AIDS are 
still inflicting the people in Sindh.  There are 3 million hepatitis 
patients in Sindh, of which 2.5 per cent have hepatitis B while 4.9 
per cent suffer from hepatitis C.  In Pakistan, 0.12 million people 
die of hepatitis in every year.

Experts believe that the steady increase in hepatitis in Sindh 
is caused by the lack of awareness among the masses about 
the disease and the inability of the government to spend on 
preventive measures. 

Dr. Nadeem Anwar from Liaquat University of Medical and 
Health Sciences Jamshoro Sindh told Truth Tracker that if the 
government provides clean drinking water and spends on creating 
awareness about personal hygiene the incidents of hepatitis 
could decrease tremendously. The same, he said, is the case with 
AIDS.  

Approximately 1329 cases of HIV/AIDS have been registered in 
2016 in Sindh.  Larkana takes the lead with 656 patients followed 
by Kamber Shahdadkot district with 189 and Khairpur Mir with 
120 patients.  Persistent negligence in the usage of unscreened 
and unsafe blood in transfusion remains one of the primary 
reasons behind the prevalence of AIDS. In 2015 Hospital Blood 
Transfusion Committees were formed in every hospital, but they 
are no longer active.  

Another health issue facing Sindh is malnutrition.  

According to the National Nutrition Survey conducted in 2011, 
the Global Acute Malnutrition rate in the province of Sindh was 
17.5 per cent, and the Severely Acute Malnutrition rate was 
6.6 per cent. The Chronic Malnutrition rate, which can cause 
stunting, was 49.8 per cent. 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) guidelines say that if the 
Global Acute Malnutrition rate among women and children is 
above 15 per cent, it will be considered hitting emergency.  In 
Tharparkar region, the Global Acute Malnutrition rate is higher, at 
22.7 per cent, and the Chronic Nutrition is at 45.0 per cent. 

There is evidence of a substantial increase in the health budget, 
but the situation on the ground remains unstable. Following is the 
snapshot of the budget allocated by the Sindh government since 
2013.

Health Budget of Sindh

No Year Allocation 
(Billions)

1. 2013-14 17

2. 2014-15 43

3. 2015-16 54

4. 2016-17 65.9

Tracking
To find out if the Sindh government has been able to meet its 
promise of increasing the health budget for Sindh, Khurshid Shah, 
the leader of the opposition in the National Assembly, was asked 
who in turn came down hard on his government.  He said that 
the condition of hospitals in Sindh was pathetic. Talking about his 
own constituency Kandhra in Sukkur, Sindh, he said only three 
doctors were hired against 16 posts that meant 13 posts were 
lying vacant.  Similarly told Shah that many Basic Health Units in 
Sukkur were closed down due to the shortage of doctors.  “This 
is the general situation in the entire Sindh, as people, mostly poor 
are deprived of health facilities,” said Shah.    

Khurram Sher Zaman, Pakistan Tahreek-e-Insaf, leader, and a 
member of Sindh Assembly told Truth Tracker that the Sindh 
government lacked the will to provide basic health facilities to 
its people. “Most of the incubators and ventilators of Jinnah 
Hospitals are not functioning.”  Recalling the terrible incident of 
the AIDS springing up in Sindh in October 2016, due to infected 
blood transfusion during dialysis, he said: “The incident was 
enough to expose the bad performance of the Sindh government 
in the health sector,” Zaman said.   

Zaman said that it was not budgetary constraints that had kept 
the government from performing in the health sector; it was, he 
stressed the embezzlement of funds that had played havoc.  

According to a government official, who does not want his 
name revealed, out of 204 patients treated every day in the 
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Chandki Hospital in Larkana, Sindh, 54 have been tested HIV 
positive in October 2016. The labs as told by the official were 
supplying unscreened blood to the hospital. The investigation of 
the outbreak of AIDS led to the scrutiny of the blood banks and 
consequently 25 blood banks in Larkana and Shahdadkot were 
sealed.  

Zaman blamed both the hospitals and the labs for malpractices. “It 
was the responsibility of the hospital to make sure that the blood 
they had been receiving was screened.” He further said that since 
most of the patients visiting the hospitals were uneducated; they 
would not have even known, said Zaman, about infected blood 
or whether blood should have been screened or not.  “Therefore 
the government has committed double sin. One, by neglecting 
its duty to make sure that the hospitals and other health facilities 
such as the blood banks had been working at the optimal level 
and two by keeping the patients in the dark especially when they 
depended on the expertise of the doctors in the hospital,” Zaman 
lamented.  

When asked as to why physicians and the administrative staff 
of the hospitals could indulge in such criminal activities.  Zaman 
said,  “In Sindh hiring in government department is used as a 
tool to extract political benefits, and health department is no 
exception…”    

The former Executive District Officer Health, Dr. Abdur 
Shakoor Abbassi, confirmed Zaman’s allegations. He added that 
approximately six to seven thousand posts for the doctors were 
lying vacant in Sindh and spite of Chief Minister Sindh Murad Ali 
Shah’s order, he said, doctors aren’t being hired on the vacancies. 
The same was true with the paramedic staff he said. “There is an 

acute shortage of nurses in the hospitals.” 

Nepotism, said Abbassi to Truth Tracker had ruined the health 
sector. “There is no dearth of the budget, even if the government 
increases the budget, it will make no difference.”  It is the 
utilization of the budget its proper allocation that matters said 
Abbassi. “The government has to work on the monitoring system 
to plug the leakages of the health funds,” Abbassi recommended.  

According to MQM, Parliamentary Leader Syed Sardar Ahmad, 
who had previously served as the Finance Minister Sindh, Rs 49 
billion had been released last year for the health department, but 
the government had so far only spent Rs 32 billion.

Independent Viewpoints
Dr. Sana Derwaish, an expert in Family Planning and Maternal 
Health currently employed by the Sindh government, says that 
it is not about the budget. Even if the government has not been 
able to increase the health budget to five per cent, the very fact 
that the existing funds have not been fully and honestly used, 
shows that it is the will to improve the health sector that counts. 

Ruling
The Sindh government has not been able to increase the health 
budget to five percent in Sindh, but it has been adding to the 
health budget year on year basis. However, in spite of the 
increase, the overall condition of the health sector remains dismal 
and the promise has been compromised.

PTI compromises its promise to launch air-conditioned 
bus service in Peshawar 

Promise Tracking

The Promise
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government had promised to 
launch air-conditioned bus service in Peshawar to provide speedy 
and comfortable travelling facilities to the commuters. 

Background 
In 2015, Chief Minister KP Pervaiz Khattak had chaired a meeting 
in which he approved the plan, said a handout. However, there is 
no progress in sight regarding that promise.

During the course of that meeting, it was agreed that the CNG 
bus project would be introduced by multinational ‘Bucephalus’ 
Transport Company under a public-private partnership. 

The bus service was to be launched in June 2015. The bus is 
estimated to cover the 25-kilometre journey in 50 minutes with 
two minutes stop at every station, said the handout. 

Tracking
Truth Tracker approached Malik Shah Muhammad Khan Wazir, 
special assistant to chief minister for transport who commented 
that the Mass Transit System (MTS) in Peshawar is starting from 
Chamkani Motorway Interchange to Hayatabad, which would be 
started from March 2017 and be completed in March 2018.

He said that the MTS is a Rs. 39 billion project to be funded 
by the Asian Development Bank (ADB). As many as 400 buses 
would include in the fleet in the first phase and the project would 
generate record number of employment opportunities, he added. 

Wazir stated that the construction of the project would be carried 
out on international standard. The estimate for the survey has 
been completed but the design is yet to be finalized, he said. 
He also said, he said Japan has donated 14 buses for female 
passengers, he added. 

Behramand Jan, press secretary to chief minister, said there 
are seven link routes for the air-conditioned bus fleet. He said 
the new project in the provincial metropolis would be launched 
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before June 2016 and to be completed in one year. 

When approached for comments, Sahibzada Sanaullah, Member 
Provincial Assembly (MPA) from Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP), 
ridiculed that he didn’t see even a donkey cart introduced by the 
Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf (PTI) in Peshawar City, and that the air-
conditioned project is a distant dream. 

When asked that the PTI plans to launch the project from March 
this year, he said: “The PTI could not launch the project for the 
last three-and-a-half years in power and how is it possible for 
them at a time when they have one-and-a-half year term left.”

The province, he iterated is in worst financial crisis and all 
development activities are at standstill and there is no money for 
salaries’ payment. “The PTI though doesn’t announce it publicly 
otherwise the province is virtually bankrupted,” he remarked. 
And in this situation it is nearly impossible to launch the massive 
project, he added. 

Sayed Jaffar Shah, a lawmaker from Awami National Party (ANP), 
said he doesn’t think the PTI is in a position to launch this 
ambitious scheme because the province is experiencing political, 
administrative and financial crisis.  

“The PTI understands that its popularity graph is going down and 
has badly failed to deliver on their promises. It (launching of bus 
service) is a failed attempt and they can’t launch,” Shah added. 
He also questioned whether there was a single promise the PTI 
has fulfilled. Shah has zero expectations the PTI will start the bus 
project.

Independent Viewpoints
Aqeel Yousafzai, a Peshawar based senior analyst, said that the 
province is facing acute financial crisis for the first time. “The 
provincial government is hardly managing paying salaries to 
officials,” he added.

He said for the last three years the PTI has been talking about 
initiating the project but they could not even point out a land for 
routes of the buses. 

“The announcement is genuine to the extent of papers but 
ground realities are totally different,” Yousafzai added.

There were a wide range of areas where the PTI was in a position 
to deliver and improve the situation during the last three years 
but they couldn’t, he argued. 

“This project seems a political gimmick to win favor and support 
of people for next elections,” he added. 

Ruling
PTI’s original plan was to complete the project in June 2015. Now, 
the KP Government’s official say the project would start before 
June 2017. Even if the KP government starts and completes 
the project in one year, it would be taken as a political move to 
win votes in Election 2018. The Truth Tracker rules that the PTI 
compromised the promise.

A view of public transport in Peshawar | Photo by News Lens Pakistan
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Accountability
KP’s only burn hospital in a 13-year 
construction limbo 

Peshawar: Under construction for more 
than a decade now, Peshawar’s only 
Burn Hospital has yet to open in a city 
of 1,785,000 people. If completed, the 
Burn Hospital will also be the first in the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province – of which 
Peshawar is the provincial capital – with a 
population of 26.9 million.

A marble slab fixed to the incomplete 
building of the ‘Burn, Trauma and 
Reconstructive Surgery Centre’ at the 
Hayatabad Medical Complex (HMC) in 
Peshawar shows that the project was 
initiated in July 3, 2003. It was inaugurated 
by the former chief minister Akram Khan 
Durrani at the time when Muttahida 
Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) – a coalition of 6 
religious parties – was in power in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). However, thirteen 
years since its inauguration, the province’s 
only burn centre awaits completion of its 
construction work to operate.

Since 2003, a number of political figures 
that came to power in the interim have 
re-inaugurated the facility, says an official 
at the Workers Welfare Board (WWB), 
bringing funds to build the hospital and 
renewing hopes that the facility would be 
completed during their governments. 

“Besides A.K.Durrani, other officials and 

Sheraz Akbar

politicians have held curtain-raisers for 
the same project,” the official told Truth 
Tracker on the condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorised to talk to 
media. “They include former-president Asif 
Ali Zardari, former-chief minister Ameer 
Haider Khan Hoti and recently Zahir Ali 
Shah, a former member of provincial 
assembly,” the official added. 

According to the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) signed between the 
Health Department of KP and the Workers 
Welfare Fund (WWF), the former was 
to provide land for the hospital and the 
latter would construct and hand over the 
120-bed hospital. The Health Department 
would have then operated the hospital 
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bearing its expenses.

“The hospital is being constructed by 
WWB with the Workers Welfare Fund but 
its completion has been long delayed due 
to red-tape at the federal and provincial 
level,” said the official.

Asif Majeed, Director Works at WWB, 
noted that the delay in construction of the 
Burn Hospital was due to various reasons. 
He said the construction did not start right 
after its inauguration but in August 2010 
due to lack of interest from the authorities 
and the dissolution of WWF governing 
body. 

The 18th Amendment to the Constitution 
(2008) resulted in decentralisation of 
many federal entities to the provincial 
governments. The devolution of WWB to 
the provincial government was another 
reason for the delay, said Majeed, leaving 
the department in disarray because it had 
to start afresh at the provincial level. “Due 
to this the project was put on the back-
burner,” he added. 

This didn’t just delay the launch of the only 
Burn Hospital in a province but has had 
financial implication for the completion 
of the project. Majeed said due to the 
inordinate delay in constructing the 

hospital, the total cost of building the 
hospital had increased by Rs.233 million 
– from Rs.532 million in 2003 to Rs.765 
million now.

However he was optimistic about the 
early completion of project as. “More than 
80 per cent of the construction work has 
already been done,” he said adding, “We 
have now submitted a revised proposal in 
December 2016 to WWF to seek funds. 
We are hopeful that it will be approved 
soon and will be followed by construction 
work.”

Doctors that Truth Tracker spoke to in the 
two leading hospitals in Peshawar stressed 
the need for an exclusive Burn Hospital in 
the province. They said people with burn 
injuries suffered tremendously due to the 
absence of such a facility.

Muhammad Tahir, in-charge of Burn Unit 
at Khyber Teaching Hospital (KTH), said 
the annual statistics at the unit indicated 
that the number of burn cases had been 
increasing every year. But the only burn-
care facility available to patients in the 
entire province, he said were small Burn 
Units at the Lady Reading Hospital and the 
Khyber Teaching Hospital.

“Both units lack specialized facilities 

essential for patients with burn injuries,” 
said Tahir. “Even a patient with a second 
degree burn cannot be treated in either 
of these centres. They have to be referred 
to Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences 
(PIMS) in Islamabad or the burn-care unit 
of Combined Military Hospital in Kharian.”

Both of these hospitals have limited 
capacity, said Tahir, and are overburdened 
with local patients. “Mostly patients 
are admitted only if they have come 
with a reference from doctors that they 
need intensive care. Other patients are 
discharged after provision of basic first aid 
treatment.”

Asked about construction work on the 
hospital, an official at the provincial Health 
Department who didn’t want to be named 
said in keeping with the MoU signed with 
the WWB, the department had nothing to 
do with the project until it was completed 
and handed over to it.

Tahir said the health authorities at these 
hospitals approached the WWF and the 
provincial Health Department several 
times to ask for expediting the work on 
the burn hospital. “We have informed 
them of the situation but to no avail,” said 
Tahir.
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NWA: Tribes see Kurram Tangi dam bringing 
displacement and destruction of lands

Peshawar: The 322 ft. high concrete faced 
rock fill Kurram Tangi Dam construction 
has been facing delays since 2013. The 
flow from the dam would irrigate 325,000 
acres of land through a comprehensive 
canal system and produce 83 Mega watts 
(MW) through 5 powerhouses. 

Malik Saddar Khan raises a trembling 
finger as he swears to never allow 
anybody to build the dam. His speech is 
irregular with anger and emotion as the 
75 year old tribal elder, better known 
as Sadarka Haji, tells the protesting 
tribesmen in a park in Peshawar that 
even the government won’t be allowed to 
construct the dam. 

Haji and other tribesmen from North 
Waziristan Agency (NWA) have gathered 
in the park Bagh-e-Naran in Peshawar to 
protest the government’s decision to build 
the Kurram Tangi Dam in NWA. Haji is 
from the Kabul Khel tribe on whose lands 
the proposed dam would be built. There 
are close to 60 tribal elders and students 
here. The protest is led by Malik Faridullah 
Khan Wazir, leader of the Kabul Khel tribe. 

“The dam will be built on lands where the 
bones of our forefathers are buried,” Haji 
told News Lens. “We cannot allow that.”
According to the Water and Power 
Development Authority (WAPDA), the 
project site for Kurram Tangi Dam is 
located across River Kurram in NWA. It is 
about 9 miles upstream of Kurram Garhi 

Ihsan Dawar

Headworks and 19 miles North of Bannu 
city in the Federally Administrated Tribal 
Area (FATA).

When built, the dam will produce 
electricity of about 83.4 megawatts. Its 
proposed height is 322 ft., with a gross 
storage capacity of 1.20 Million Acre Feet 
(MAF). The dam, whose reservoir will cover 
10,939 acres, will store water for irrigation 
and power generation.  It will irrigate an 
area of 84380 acres including Sheratala 
plain in NWA, Spera Rogha Plain in NWA, 
the Thal plain and districts of Karak and 
Lakki Marwat. 

The project has been delayed since 1936 
when it was first proposed by the British 
government. Even back then, says Malik 
Faridullah, their tribal ancestors opposed 
the project. 

“They went into self-exile in Afghanistan 
as to show their resentment against the 
construction of the dam,” says Faridullah, 
adding, “How can we now agree with 
rulers bent on displacing us from our 
ancestral lands? We will not allow it at any 
cost.” 

The tribesmen have responded with a 
wave of protests to an announcement 
by the government in December 2016 
that the first phase of the dam would be 
inaugurated by the Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif soon. USAID would provide $81m 
for Kurram Tangi Dam, according to an 
agreement signed in December between 
the Ministry of Water and Power and the 
US international development agency. 
  
“The feasibility study, detailed engineering 
design and tender documents of the 

project were completed as far back as 
March, 2005, said Kamran Khan Afridi, 
Political Agent North Waziristan Agency. 
The project was redesigned in July 2007 
with an increased height to enhance the 
storage capacity.  Afridi said WAPDA 
had secured financing of Stage-I (Kaitu 
Weir and Irrigation and Power Project) of 
Kurram Tangi Dam Project through USAID.

But Afridi criticized WAPDA for what he 
called was its “sluggish behavior” towards 
completion of the project. 

“They were showing indifference towards 
the project and the entire burden of 
making up ground for the project locally 
is on the shoulders of the political 
administration,” said Afridi. “WAPDA 
should come up with a solid plan to 
motivate the tribesmen concerned about 
the dam but it doesn’t.” 

He said this was not the first time that 
the Kurram Tangi Dam (KTD) had created 
tension between the officials and the 
tribesmen of Kabul Khel. The issue had 
been raised time and again, he said, only 
to go into cold storage, without its proper 
resolution once and for all. 

The dam’s construction has provoked 
rage among the Kabul Khel tribe but 
tribal elders from across North Waziristan 
Agency have joined hands with them to 
protest the project at the “cost of Kabul 
Khel ancestral lands.”

Malik Ghulam Khan, a tribal elder and a 
former president of Waziristan Political 
Alliance from Madakhel tribe in NWA, is 
among those who are vocal opponents of 
the project.



20 Truth Tracker

January 16-31, 2017

“We call it Zarb-e-Water or Zarb-e-
Drowning [an allusion to Zarb-e-Azb – a 
cutting strike – the military operation in 
NWA started to clear the tribal district of 
militants there]” Khan told Truth Tracker. 
“We vacated the entire area of people 
[for the military operation that reportedly 
displaced a million people from NWA] to 
safeguard the country against militants 
holed up here. But now there are no more 
threats to the state. Why would it want to 
force us to leave the area with our bags 
and baggage again [displacement due to 
the dam]?”

Another tribal elder Abdul Khalil said 
the tribes would go to any length if the 
government chose to use force for the 
construction of dam. “The authorities 
should first come and make an agreement 
with the Kabul Khel tribe,” said Khalil. 
“If they agree on building the dam, we 
will have no objection. But if the tribe 
disagrees, the entire Waziristan would 
back the Kabul Khel,” he said. 

A student union leader Allaudin Khan 
from NWA said they would be part of 
the protests led by the tribal elders 
wherever they are held. He also blamed 
the USAID for funding the project when 
no steps had been taken to take into 
confidence the local community. “Projects 
of this magnitude and impact cannot be 
built without the consent of the local 
community and as far as I know we have 
not been consulted by anybody,” said 
Khan.

The Political Agent of NWA, Kamran Khan 
Afridi, said the dam would not affect the 
tribal population, as it would be built in 
the hills of Waziristan and some of the 
land. But students fear they would lose 
lands and shelter and would be displaced 
like the community in case of Turbela 
Dam.

“We have been cautioned by those 
affected by the Turbela Dam not to allow 

the government to start work on the dam,” 
Allaudin said. He said the government 
should first construct the controversial 
Kalabagh Dam if possible. “Kalabagh is 
opposed by a single political party [Awami 
National Party] while Kurram Tangi is an 
issue of life and death for the entire Kabul 
Khel tribe with a population more than 
300,000,” he said.

The tribesmen said the project would 
benefit parts of Lakki Marwat and Karak 
districts while destroying the ancestral 
lands of Kabul Khel. “We cannot destroy 
our homes to save the homes of our 
neighbours,” said Malik Faridullah. The dam 
would also damage parts of the Bannu city, 
he added.

The construction of Kurram Tangi has been 
delayed from time to time. The tribesmen 
say the project is being pushed for political 
point scoring by some of the politicians.

“The formal federal minister Naveed 
Qamar once told the Senate that work on 
the dam was in full swing when it has not 
even been inaugurated,” said Abdul Qadir, 
grandson of Shewa Faqeer, a spiritual 
leader of Shewa.

About the delay in dam’s construction, 
Political Agent Kamran Afridi said there 
were multiple factors responsible for it. 
“Lack of funds, lack of expertise and lack 
of interest on part of the government 
are some of factors that has delayed this 
useful project,” said Afridi.

He said Pakistan now had engineers and 
the FWO (Frontier Works Organization – a 
building and construction subsidiary of the 
Pak Army) and the project would be finally 
realized. However, Afridi didn’t detail the 
construction site information and neither 
commented on his plan to bring the locals 
on board.

Kurram Tangi  | Photo by News Lens Pakistan

Tribes of Kurram Tangi on protest  | Photo by News Lens Pakistan
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Scholarships to FATA’s students; tribesmen regard 
education as panacea to contain militancy

D I Khan: Parents’ observe that 
education is a panacea to contain 
militants’ tendencies as hundred of poor 
and deserving FATA students received 
scholarships aimed at reversing the tide of 
extremism.

In recent past, most of the uneducated lot 
in the Pakistani tribal region joined ranks 
of militants because they were illiterate, 
Muhammad Noor, a tribal elder, told Truth 
Tracker by phone.

“Education is the best available option 
to get rid of militancy,” he observed. He 
said had the students not been given the 
scholarships they would have certainly 
considered joining militants’.

Naqibullah, a student of class 9th from 
South Waziristan, said the scholarship has 
helped him to relieve his father from the 
burden of paying his school fees.

“I want to become doctor to serve my 
community by arranging free-medical 
camps if the National Testing Service 
(NTS) continues this scholarship,” he 
affirmed.

Dr. Sherzada Khan, chief operating officer 
(CEO) NTS, told Truth Tracker “we’ve 
prioritized those kids in scholarships who 
are poor, deserving and unable to go to 
schools.”

According to a journal compiled by FATA 

Research Centre (FRC), “The Impact of 
Militancy on Education in FATA,” that 
education is one of the main targets of 
Taliban in the tribal region.

The tribal belt saw mayhem and turmoil 
following bloody clashes between security 
forces and Taliban. Media reported that 
at least 80,000 Pakistanis (insurgents, 
security forces, and civilians) have been 
killed during the last decade in violence 
across Pakistan, according to Physician for 
Social Responsibility (PSR) Body Count.
Under the Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CRS), Dr. Khan said NTS has already 
offered scholarships to students of higher 
education in the country.

“The tribal areas were under the sway of 
terror. We decided that the students from 
these areas are more deserving to avail the 
scholarship facility,” he added.

Wishing anonymity because he is not 
authorized to speak to media, a senior 
official at the Ministry of Federal Education 
and Professional Training said of the NTS 
scholarship: “We deeply appreciate the 
NTS for offering scholarship to deserving 
and poor students of FATA.”

The latest survey conducted by FATA 
Secretariat and the Bureau of Statistics 
shows overall literacy rate in FATA is 
33.3%—far less than the national average 
of 58% as estimated in 2013-14.

Similarly, the adult literacy rate in FATA 
is 28.4% while the national average is 
57%. There is also a marked gender gap in 
literacy. Male adult literacy rate in FATA 
is 45% whereas the same for women is a 

mere 7.8%, the survey stated.

Sharing the details of the scholarship, 
Madiha Aslam, assistant director CSR 
of NTS, told Truth Tracker that the 
organization has offered a total of 589 
scholarships to FATA students primarily 
from South Waziristan region—the worst 
affected area by militancy.

“We had the financial status of the 
students verified officially and unofficially 
through a welfare association known 
as Mahsud Welfare Association---a 
Waziristan based organization working for 
the welfare of its community,” she added.
Generally, Aslam said that NTS offers a 
total of 1,370 need-based scholarships to 
students studying in different intuitions 
across the country. One-year scholarships 
are offered for the first time to FATA 
students from first grade to the master 
level since April 2016 on need based 
criteria.

However, Dr. Khan said: “Initially we 
approved Rs. 10 million for this purpose 
(scholarship) and we will continue this 
scholarship.” He stressed NTS has strict 
criteria to continue this scholarship so 
that only the deserving students with 
good academic progress continue this 
education. “As long as this condition 
is met, we will keep on helping needy 
students,” he remarked.

The Ministry of Education, Training and 
Standards in Higher Education (MET&SHE) 
in Pakistan, in collaboration with UNESCO 
Pakistan and UNICEF Pakistan prepared 
“Education for All 2015 National Review 
Report.”

Rehmat Mehsud
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The report places the educational 
indicators of Pakistan as dismally low—
showing about one-third primary school 
age children are out of school and 42% 
population (age 10+) is illiterate.

In addition, it notes at the national level, 
about two third women of age 15+ cannot 
read and write and 35% girls are out 
of school. Gender Parity Index in case 
of participation in primary education is 
0.82. It is estimated that over 6.7 million 
children are out of school, and majority of 
them (62%) are girls.

According to documents, NTS was 
established in July 2002 in response to an 
expressed need for a testing service in the 
National Education Policy (1998-2010) 
and the Information Technology (IT) Policy 
of government of Pakistan.

The organization is playing a role in 
promoting merit-based quality education 
at the college and university level. 
NTS tests and assessments are now a 

prerequisite for both public and private 
sector especially among engineering and 
medical institutions, and universities for 
admissions.

Waris Khan, a tribal elder whose son is the 
beneficiary of the scholarship, recalled that 
a number of children, displaced from the 
war on terror, have got the opportunity 
to go to schools now—a chance that they 
couldn’t afford earlier.

“I have five sons but I was unable to 
educate them because my expenses 
multiplied after we left our hometown 
seven years ago,” he rued. He said that 
now his son and his nephew go to school 
because the NTS have extended financial 
help in paying his kids fees.

Muhammad Nawab, another tribesman 
whose son got the scholarship, said most 
beneficiaries of the scholarship are either 
orphans or poor children who could not 
afford to get education.

When contacted for comments, Rehmat 
Khan, Add. IG police (Retd.) who hails from 
FATA, said that offering the scholarship 
by the NTS is a right step, toward right 
direction at the right time. “I am optimistic 
that the scholarship will trigger a 
revolution for a positive change,” he added.

Aslam said, “more than 14.5 million 
candidates from reputable associates and 
partner institutions and organizations have 
appeared in the NTS tests till October, 
2016.”

“We get three month cash to pay our 
school fee in advance. We also get some 
pocket money,” Naqibullah, the scholarship 
beneficiary, added.

Dr. Khan called upon other organizations 
and welfare trusts to come forward and 
contribute to educate deserving kids in 
larger interest of the country and nation.






