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Editorial
Perpetual state of denial

The recently released ‘Quetta Inquiry Commission Report’ exposed 
the government and law enforcing agencies’ seriousness regarding the 
implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP) against terrorism and 
extremism. The one-judge commission was formed by the outgoing Chief 
Justice of Pakistan, Anwar Zaheer Jamali, after the deadly attack targeting 
the lawyers’ fraternity in Quetta in August 2016. The gruesome attack 
also wiped out the top slot of the lawyers’ fraternity in the province of 
Balochistan. Qazi Faez Isa, a Supreme Court Judge, conducted the inquiry 
and pointed out various lacunas in the government’s intent, policies and 
performance. The report slammed Interior Minister, Chaudhry Nisar Ali 
Khan, Chief Minister Balochistan and LEAs for showing very little sense of 
responsibility against terrorism, extremism and militant groups.  

Interior Minister, Nisar Ali Khan, reacted to the report in a news conference 
and said that it was one-sided report and he would challenge its facts in the 
parliament, Supreme Court and other forums.

A number of pro-government analysts, who enjoy top positions in various 
government organizations while also writing columns and editorials, came 
to the government’s and the minister’s rescue. They claimed that the report 
accurately pointed out the presence of proscribed groups which continue to 
operate actively in society. However, they were dubbed ‘strategic assets’ of 
Pakistan’s military establishment. Therefore, the government and the interior 
minister cannot do anything about them. If this is the apparent case, the 
elected leaders should show some courage and come clean with the nation 
regarding the status of these groups as ‘Pakistan’s strategic assets’ or else 
the nation will continue to suffer from terrorism for the sake of protecting 
these ‘assets’. If they remain silent and do not provide proper facts to the 
nation, they are insulting the mandate from the very people of Pakistan.

Pakistan’s forces lost thousands of its officials in the war on terror and 
terrorist attacks. The terrorists struck everywhere including Military 
Headquarters, air bases, naval installations, school, mosques, markets, policy 
academies and churches.  After such incidents, none of the military leaders 
declared them to be strategic assets. Not openly, at least.

Here are some statements made by the leaders of PML-N which indicate 
their bias towards terrorist groups.

In August 2010, Punjab Chief Minister, who also happens to be the 
President of PML-N Punjab, said in a seminar at Jamia Naeemia, Lahore, 
“General Musharraf planned a bloodbath of innocent Muslims at the behest 
of others only to prolong his rule, but we, PML-N, opposed his policies 
and rejected his dictatorship whilst living abroad. If the Taliban are fighting 
for the same cause, they should stop carrying out acts of terror in Punjab 
(where PML-N was ruling at the time and is still ruling).”

In October/November 2014, when the entire country was demanding 
a military operation against Tehrik-e- Taliban Pakistan, the PML-N 
Government was preparing to hold peace talks with then TTP Leader 
Hakimullah Mehsud. Unfortunately for them, Mehsud was killed in a drone 
strike. Nisar reacted very strongly and criticized the US for killing Mehsud 
and termed the attack as ‘a conspiracy to hinder peace talks.’ It is another 
fact that Pakistan had announced bounty on Mehsud’s head when he was 
killed.

The tragedy of our nation is that its rulers are in a perpetual state of denial 
which nurtures extremism and contributes to confusion in society.
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ContentsEditor’s Note

International coverage of Pakistan has typically come through 
the keyboards, cameras, and microphones of western 
correspondents. Journalists from North America and Europe 
have reported on everything from politics and education 
to climate change and fashion. Behind the scenes – and 
sometimes up front – foreign reporters have partnered 
with local reporters who’ve acted as guide and advisor and 
translator all rolled up in one. It’s not a new system. Foreign 
correspondents have worked with local stringers in all sorts 
of places and while it’s a relationship that serves its purpose, 
there has been an ongoing critique that, ideally, Pakistanis 
should be the ones reporting on Pakistan.

But Pakistan’s diverse and dynamic media landscape often 
goes unnoticed by international audiences. Inside Pakistan, as 
in many places, the media is perceived as being unethical and 
untruthful. There’s an assumption that Pakistani media are 
not doing any important work despite the fact that serious 
reporters have made space for themselves by reporting 
on vital issues -- reporting that can lead to danger and 
sometimes death for those reporters. They’ve conducted 
investigations into corruption, uncovered nefarious political 
ties, kept track of government promises that have gone 
unrealized, and shone a light on injustice.

In the work I’ve done with News Lens Pakistan in mentoring 
Pakistani reporters, I’ve always been impressed by the desire 
of local reporters to do their best in telling the stories of their 
own communities whether it’s about archeological heritage in 
Baluchistan or labour rights in KPK. The quality of reporting – 
and reporter – has been steadily improving and, as you’ll see 
in this issue, the stories today are of the highest caliber. Many 
Pakistani journalists are stepping up to play an important role 
in preserving democracy by making sure that powerful people 
stay accountable. It isn’t always easy and media aren’t always 
successful but initiatives like the kind of training reporters get 
through News Lens Pakistan are key ways to support those 
journalists who are helping to build a better future for all 
Pakistanis.
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Accountability
Pakistan’s anti-terror strategy exposed 

Waqar Gillani
ISLAMABAD: In a judicial fact-finding 
Report on one of the worst terror attacks 
that recently took place in Pakistan’s major 
conflict zone – Quetta – the judge pointed 
out “considerable oversight” and “lack of 
seriousness” of the executive in combating 
terrorism and reluctance in taking action 
against freely moving militant and 
extremist factions.

The judicial Inquiry Commission Report, 
publicised on 15th December 2016, 
was praised by moderate politicians and 
experts for exposing the incompetence 
and failure of the sitting government, 
especially the interior ministry, responsible 
for implementation and monitoring of the 
anti-terror plan. However, Interior Minister 
Chuadhry Nisar Ali Khan has vowed 
to challenge this Report in the court 
considering it “inappropriate”, a move 
which experts believe mounts to mock 
the findings of the Commission merely for 
political point-scoring.

Pakistan witnessed a major attack on 
August 8, 2016 killing at least 74 people 
and injuring scores, in Quetta, capital of 
conflict-prone province of Balochistan. 
The year 2016 was particularly grave for a 
country, faced with one and a half decades 
of sheer militancy and terrorism amid 
official claims of a successful handle on 
the ruing menace. 

The target of the attack was lawyers’ 
community. The suicide bomber hit the 
grieved lawyers’ community outside 
government hospital in the city. The 
lawyers had gathered to mourn and 

protest target killing of Bilal Kasi, the 
president of the Provincial High Court 
Bar Association, who had succumbed to 
injuries upon reaching the hospital. 

Following the demand of the legal 
fraternity, Chief Justice of Supreme Court 
of Pakistan, constituted a one-member 
Inquiry Commission to probe into the 
attack. According to the available copy 
of the Report compiled by Qazi Faez Isa, 
the SC judge heading the Commission, 
categorically pointed out serious 
drawbacks and weaknesses at all levels 
in the implementing strategy to counter 
terror. The Commission continuously 
worked for 56 days to draw its conclusive 
Report. It states that there have been 
17,503 terrorist attacks in Pakistan from 
January 2001 to October 2016 of which 
2,878 took place in Balochistan. 

“There is considerable executive oversight, 
including making use of forensics, seeking 
out public help, and making investigators 
work deliberately and dedicatedly to 
achieve results. The Commission Report 
on the August 8th, 2016, terrorist attacks 
prove this,” it’s 110-pages pointed 
out, lamenting, “The identities of the 
suicide bomber and his companion were 
discovered by the police only after the 
Commission’s intervention.” 

“The importance of the Quetta-
Commission report is that it further 
confirmed the public and civil society 
criticism and apprehensions regarding 
poor implementation of the NAP,” Barrister 
Ali Zafar, president Supreme Court Bar 
Association of Pakistan, said, adding, 
“The report clearly endorsed whatever is 
critically expressed about the NAP.” He 
said the lawyers were in the favour of this 
commission because they wanted to know 

the facts and who is behind this attack. 

However, he maintained, the Interior 
Ministry is justified in its protest because 
they were not properly heard by the 
commission if we go through the report 
in detail. “But even then the government 
rather demolishing the report should pay 
attention to the due drawbacks mentioned 
in the report and try to rectify them.” The 
government should own and admit its 
mistakes too, he demanded.

Pakistan government produced a 20-point 
National Action Plan (NAP) to counter 
terror after the honorific attack on Army 
Public School Peshawar on December 16, 
2014 in which as many as 144 students 
and two teachers were killed by Islamic 
militant groups. More than one third of 
the NAP, directly or indirectly, deals with 
proscribed organizations and sectarianism. 
Point three of the NAP reads “Militant 
outfits and armed gangs will not be 
allowed to operate in the country”. Point 
seven highlights “The defunct outfits 
will not be allowed to operate under any 
other name.” While point 11 calls for 
a ban on glorification of terrorists and 
terrorist organizations through print and 
electronic media, and point 14 emphasizes 
“concrete measures against promotion 
of terrorism through internet and social 
media.” Further, point five of the NAP 
plan demands “strict action against the 
literature, newspapers and magazines 
promoting hatred, extremism, sectarianism 
and intolerance” and point nine focuses to 
“End religious extremism and protect of 
minorities.”

The Commission’s Report criticized the 
government on counter-terror strategy. 
It claimed said that NAP is not a plan in 
any structured or meaningful way nor 
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has its goals been accordingly monitored 
or implemented. The Report, specifically 
mentioning Interior Minister of the 
country, said, the minister met chief of a 
proscribed sectarian organization Ahle-
Sunnat-Wal-Jamaat (ASWJ), which is 
formerly Sipah Sahaba Pakistan and parent 
organization of Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ), a 
militant offshoot divided in many factions 
and operating in different parts of the 
country with officially established links to 
Al-Qaeda and Daesh (ISIS). The Report 
also clearly stated that the government 
has failed in implementing various courts’ 
judgments on anti-terror cases.

“The interior minister seems in a 
combative mood while responding to 
the damning indictment of him and his 
ministry by the inquiry Commission Report 
but he has nothing substantive to say in 
his defence. Instead, he himself has raised 
questions over the impartiality of the 
judicial investigation and this indicates 
that like numerous other Commission 
Reports, this major one too will, perhaps, 
be put beneath the carpet,” Zahid Hussain, 
security and political analyst said, adding, 
“It is the collective failure of state 
institutions that has sanctioned impunity 
to the militants and like-minded groups.” 

The evidence of government’s oversight 
complicates the situation. When interior 
minister meets a head of a proscribed 
group and issues press statement 
(mentioned in the Commission Report) and 
in response to that conveniently said the 
person was not heading the delegation 
but only a part of it and he (the minister) 
was ignorant about his participation in the 
delegation in prior. He also passed on the 

blame for allowing such groups to have a 
rally in the capital of the country, despite 
the official ban on any public gathering 
under the law, to the local administration.

The Commission Report on this 
situation said, “The Ministry of Interior is 
without clear leadership and direction; 
consequently, it is confused about its role 
in combating terrorism. It met the head of 
a proscribed organization, widely reported 
in the media with his photograph, but 
still denied doing so, and accepted the 
demands of the proscribed organization 
regarding restoring blocked Computerized 
National Identity Cards (CNICs) and 
displayed little sense of ministerial 
responsibility.” 

Saroop Ijaz, human rights activist, writer 
and lawyer, said that the significance of 
the Quetta-Commission report is that 
it is the first such judicial probe into a 
major terror-attack and its report has 
been made public. Otherwise, it takes 
months to publicize any commission report 
on such matters. “The report has also 
cross examined official authorities and 
exposed them through their replies to the 
commission. Government may disagree 
with the report but it cannot deny the 
facts,” he said, adding, “The defence of the 
government against this report is feeble 
and vague. It seems the government is 
taken aback.”

Farhatullah Babar, spokesperson of a 
mainstream progressive political party – 
Pakistan People’s Party – commenting 
on government’s move to demolish the 
Commission Report, said, “This completely 
exposes government and shows the utter 

incompetence and abysmal failure of the 
interior ministry and such failures listed in 
the judicial Report leave no room for the 
interior minister to remain in the cabinet 
and government to claim success in 
counter terror strategy.” He said minister’s 
defence against the Commission Report 
is “making a mockery of fight against 
militancy.”

“There is urgent need for taking collective 
responsibility to deal with the existential 
threat of militancy and the state, especially 
intelligence and security agencies, have to 
count of this “good” and “bad” distinction 
militant groups for certain vested 
interests,” Babar concluded. 

Ijaz expressed little hope on any positive 
development in improving the NAP 
strategy by the government after the 
Interior Minister’s defensive stance. 
“After such forensic audit of the NAP by 
a judicial commission which has been and 
public record too, ideally, the government 
should sincerely and seriously listen to 
the recommendations and focus on self-
accountability.” 
 “This country was created by those who 
wanted to ameliorate the condition of 
the Muslims of the subcontinent, and to 
uphold the freedoms of those of every 
faith. The message of Unity, Faith, and 
Discipline was unfortunately sabotaged 
by hypocrites and extremists and needs 
to be rejected. The original motto needs 
to be reclaimed, and in doing so, we will 
come closer in ensuring that fundamental 
freedoms are safeguarded,” the 
Commission Report concluded. 



Human Rights
Pakistan’s Transgendered population await their 
turn to be awarded CNIC 

Lala M. Hassan

Karachi: It has been seven years since 
the Pakistan Supreme Court (SC) ruled 
in their favour. However, the country’s 
transgendered continue facing problems 
in getting their Computerised National 
Identification Cards (CNICs) because of 
technical and legal hitches. 

In 2009, Pakistan’s apex court explicitly 
ordered to add a third gender option in the 
CNIC and declared that the transgender 
have equal rights, as any other citizen. 
Sadly, this action did little to diminish the 
discrimination and stereo typing behavior 
by the bureaucracy in particular and 
society as whole. 

Though National Database and 
Registration Authority (NADRA), 
responsible for making CNICs for its 
citizens under the Interior Ministry, had 
specified the 3rd option in the CNIC 
for the transgender in 2012 but due 
to legislative and policy technicalities 
majority of the transgendered are faced 
with deterrents in getting their CNIC.

Bindiya Rana, a transgender and president 
of Gender Interactive Alliance (GIA) 
while talking to Truth Tracker on phone 
said, in disappointing tone, that the state 
actually does not want to follow the 
Supreme Court orders; therefore they are 
raising objections, which are practically 
impossible for the transgendered to fulfill. 

She said, “NADRA officials at times ask to 
bring affidavit, certificate and court decree 
etcetera, means they are not willing to 
provide us CNICs.” She questioned if there 
was any uniformity in the policy because it 
had come to her notice that Nadra officials 
at various centers have been declaring 
different set of requirements for provision 
of CNIC. 

In its groundbreaking decision in 2009, 
a three-member bench of the Supreme 
Court, headed by former Chief Justice 
Iftikhar Muhammad Chaudhry, had 
ruled that the transgender community 
is equally entitled to rights guaranteed 
in the Constitution to all citizens. These 
rights they added included but were not 
limited to the right of inheritance after the 
death of parents, job opportunities, free 
education and health care.

Rana observed that majority of the 
transgendered believe that their rights 
are guaranteed on paper alone but they 
do not have these rights in practice as 
federal government and provincial welfare 
departments have yet to implement the 

decision of the Supreme Court.

“Resultantly, they (the transgender) 
continue to face discrimination from 
society. They largely depend on a 
livelihood of singing and dancing at 
weddings and birth celebrations. They 
are also treated as sex objects and often 
become the victims of violent assaults,” 
she further added. 

While talking to Newslens Pakistan 
on phone a NADRA official based at 
headquarters, not to be named as he is 
not authorised to speak with the media, 
said they (NADRA officials) will have to 
follow the rules, procedure and policies. 
Therefore, without the record of the 
parents they cannot prepare CNICs until 
citizens bring certificate (decree) from the 
courts. 

The official further added that it is the 
general policy and applies to all citizens 
including the transgendered as well. 
Replying to a question, the official said, 
“If every Guru (head of the transgender 
family) is allowed to be the guardian then 
what will happen in case of changing the 
Guru?”  

Under section 9(1) of the NADRA 
Ordinance 2000, the Authority is obligated 
to register every citizen of Pakistan, inside 
or outside the country, who has attained 
the age of 18 years. A parent or a guardian 
must also register the birth of a child no 
later than one month after the birth.

Rana suggested NADRA accepts the Gurro 
as guardian and that CNIC could be issued 
upon submission of an affidavit. However, 
the NADRA official is of the view that 
if CNICs would be issued on affidavits, 
then it will create a mess and various 
complications may occur in case of change 

of the Guru. Also anyone could claim being 
Gurro or guardian to aid acquisition of 
CNICs. 

“Many of the transgenders left their homes 
or were abandoned by the families at an 
early age; therefore they don’t remember 
their parents; or families are not ready 
to accept them. In such a situation how 
they (the transgender) can bring record 
of parents” Rana regretfully observed. 
She also pointed out that if the policy 
was not changed then why transgenders 
were issued CNIC on the directions of 
the then chief justice Iftikhar Mohammad 
Chaudhry?
 
According to the last census in Pakistan 
conducted in 1998 there were 52.03 
percent males and 47.97 percent females 
and the total population was 130,857,717. 
According to reports the transgendered 
were not separated in that census. Due 
to the efforts of civil society, NGOs and 
human right activists, the Punjab Bureau 
of Statics had decided to include them 
in the census. Consequently, Ministry of 
Human Rights Punjab had announced that 
the transgender were to be counted in 
upcoming census as per directions of the 
SC in 2012. 

Shabeer Shar, vice president of Supreme 
Court Bar Association and member 
Pakistan Bar Council while talking to Truth 
Tracker said that the NADRA official were 
violating the orders of the Supreme Court 
because court had issued clear instructions 
about the CNICs of the transgender. He 
said that the transgender do not need any 
decree or certificate from court as per SC 
orders and Nadra is bound to issue them 
CNICs. 

NADRA official said that they have 
inducted three columns in the CNIC 
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known as “Khansa, male, and Female” or 
who so ever do not want him declared as 
man, woman, then it can be added to the 
third column. 

“NADRA does not want any medical 
certificate for the assertion of gender 
now. One only has to declare it before the 
officials on the sport at various centers” he 
observed. 

Shar suggested that the transgender 
should file a contempt plea in the Supreme 
Court and he offered probono services for 
them as well. “The transgendered are the 
most neglected segment of the society and 
NADRA bureaucrats should understand 
their ordeal,” observed Shar. 

Rana said that there are approximately 
0.5 million transgendered in Pakistan. But 

there are many others who are still living 
with their parents. She said that together 
they are working to build an alliance for 
the transgender in the country. She vowed 
that they would file contempt petition 
against government if the transgender 
were not given their rights as per the 
directions of the Supreme Court of 
Pakistan. 
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Promises, promises, promises. That’s the sum of much 
campaigning, but then we hear little until the next 
election rolls around. Then we hear that the party ful-
filled all its promises.

It is easy to lose track of these promises, when there 
are so many - and they sound so great in a rousing 
campaign speech. They make colourful, catchy quotes 
as well.

But Truth Tracker is going to watch as the winners 

unfold their plans to fulfil those promises. We’ll write 
about the key promises and then check in occasion-
ally to see how it’s going. When a promise is broken, 
fulfilled, or compromised, we’ll let you know.

We used the party symbols for our icons portraying 
the stages. PML-N, holding the Centre and Punjab, is 
a tiger. PTI, ruling in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, is a cricket 
bat. And PPP, which rules in Sindh, is the arrow.

These are the five stages of promise fulfilment:

Not Started
If a promise is just hanging there, with no action at all, 
we label it as Not Started. No action, just talk.

Underway
Once the party has taken some action or positive 
steps, we label the promise as Underway. This means 
there is visible progress toward fulfilment.

Compromise
The reality of politics is that you can’t always get what 
you want. Promises that can’t be fulfilled, but lead to 
an action that goes partway to fulfilment, are labeled 
Compromise.

Broken
When the promise is clearly not going to be fulfilled, 
we label it Broken. A promise can stagnate for a long 
time, but we won’t call it broken until there is a deci-
sion by the ruling party or a defeat in legislation.

Fulfilled
On those happy occasions when a promise is actually 
carried out, we will mark it Fulfilled. 

What the promise fulfilment levels mean

Ruling symbols of PML-N, PPP and PTI
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PML-N compromised its promise to curb terrorism and extremism
Promise Tracking

Hassan Naqvi

The Promise
On December 24, 2014 after a 10-hour meeting in the aftermath 
of Army Public School carnage in Peshawar where more than 
147 lives were lost, Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, addressed the 
nation announcing a crackdown on hate-speech, and vowing 
serious action against responsible newspapers and magazines. 
Sharif added that financial sources of terrorists and terror 
organizations would be cut and banned outfits would not be 
allowed to operate under different names.

Background 
When the National Action Plan (NAP) was launched in January 
2015 by the government of Pakistan after consultation with 
political and military leadership, its priority was to eliminate 
sectarianism and extremism. The measures to be taken included 
declaring sectarian outfits banned, blocking their financial 
resources, putting seminaries under regulatory mechanism, 
controlling hate speech and the publication of hate literature. It 
also aimed to disallow the banned outfits from operating under 
changed names. Here is the 20-point NAP (available on the 
website of National Counter Terrorism Authority, Pakistan): 

1. Implementation of death sentence of those convicted in cases 
of terrorism. 

2. Special trial courts under the supervision of Army. The duration 
of these courts would be two years. 

3. Militant outfits and armed gangs will not be allowed to operate 
in the country. 

4. NACTA, the anti-terrorism institution will be strengthened. 

5. Strict action to be taken against the literature, newspapers 
and magazines, promoting hatred, extremism, sectarianism and 
intolerance. 

6. Choking financing for terrorist and terrorist organizations. 

7. Ensuring against re-emergence of proscribed organizations. 

8. Establishing and deploying a dedicated counter-terrorism force. 

9. Taking effective steps against religious persecution. 

10. Registration and regulation of religious seminaries. 

11. Ban on glorification of terrorists and terrorist organizations 
through print and electronic media. 

12. Administrative and development reforms in FATA with 
immediate focus on repatriation of IDPs. 

13. Communication network of terrorists to be dismantled 
completely. 

14. Measures against abuse of internet and social media for 
terrorism. 

15. Zero tolerance for militancy in Punjab. 

16. Ongoing operation in Karachi to be taken to its logical end. 

17. Balochistan government to be fully empowered for political 
reconciliation with complete ownership by all stakeholders. 

18. Dealing firmly with sectarian terrorists. 

19. Formulation of a comprehensive policy to deal with the issue 
of Afghan refugees, beginning with registration of all refugees. 

20. Revamping and reforming the criminal justice system.

As per the plan, military courts were set under the constitutional 
cover and moratorium, enforced since 2008, on death penalty 
was lifted soon after the announcement of the plan. According 
to Amnesty International over 400 death row prisoners were 
executed from 2014, Peshawar school massacre, to July 2016,.

The deadly Lashkar-i-Jhangvi (LeJ) was banned but it re-emerged 
with the new name, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi al Almi. Similarly, Sipahe 
Sahaba Pakistan (SSP) surfaced with new name Ahle Sunnat Wal 
Jamaat (ASWJ) 

On July 29, 2015, Punjab police said Malik Ishaq, the key leader 
of LeJ was killed with his two sons and key aides in a police 
encounter in Muzaffargarh. This marked the beginning of a 
crackdown against the banned LeJ in Punjab, by a provincial 
government that had been accused of being soft towards them. 
Less than a month later, on August 16, its home minister Shuja 
Khanzada was killed in a revenge suicide attack in his home town 
of Attock. But despite the arrests of key operatives of Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi in recent months, Zia Ur Rehman

wrote in CentralAsiaOnline.com that the banned sectarian outfit 
is regrouping in the province, this time under the name ‘Lashkar-
e-Jhangvi al Almi’.

On October 21, 2016 Federal Minister for Interior Chaudhry 
Nisar Ali Khan met a delegation of Difa e Pakistan Council 
(Pakistan Defence Council, DPC) in which Maulana Ahmed 
Ludhianvi, Chief of the banned Ahle Sunnat-Wal-Jamaat (ASWJ) 
was also present. 

A week later, October 28, 2016, the government imposed 
section 144 (a law that bans assembly of more than four people) 
of Pakistan Penal Code in Islamabad to stop PTI workers from 
holding a protest rally against the government. At the same time, 
it however, allowed the DPC to hold its convention in Islamabad 
where the ASWJ’s activists openly chanted slogans and made 
sermons against the Shia sect. Politicians and human rights 
groups severely criticized the government for allowing a banned 
organisation to hold a rally in Islamabad on the same day when 
the police were comatting the supporters of its rival PTI.
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Tracking 
To track the fulfillment of this promise, Truth Tracker contacted 
Punjab Law Minister Rana Sanaullah. He said, “We are effectively 
fighting the war against terrorism, and all the targets are being 
met,” he said. “The counterterrorism department is effective and 
dedicated.”  

He added that the government has taken strict action throughout 
Punjab and hate speech was not tolerated. 

There are more than 13,000 madrassas in Punjab, according to 
government figures, about 7,000 of which are in south Punjab. 
The southern towns of Multan, Muzaffargarh and Rahimyar Khan 
are among the top four cities with most madrassas. North Punjab 
has approximately 2,000 seminaries, and more than 4,000 are 
located in central Punjab.

None of them are involved in militant training, says Rana 
Sanaullah. “We have geo-tagged all 13,782 of the madrassas and 
have all their data.”

General Secretary Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Central Punjab 
Nadeem Afzal Chan said, “In many districts of Punjab including 
my constituency in Mandi Bahaud Din, banned militant groups are 
openly collecting donations and recruiting young people. Nobody 
is stopping them. They easily deliver hate speeches against 
different sects and nobody is there to stop them.” 

Chan stressed the need for operations by the military or the 
Rangers. He accused the the counterterrorism department for 
not taking any major steps against militant groups since the prime 
minister announced his National Action Plan against terrorism. 
“Punjab police is politicised, and it doesn’t have the capacity and 
the equipment to deal with terrorists,” he saidadding, “What will 
they do with a couple of batons and a rifle with a single magazine, 
and nine liters of petrol a day?”

Recently, Pakistan’s news and social media criticized the 
government and Election Commission of Pakistan for allowing 
Masroor Nawaz Jhangvi, son of Late Maulana Haq Nawaz Jhangvi, 
founder of Sipah e Sahaba, to contest a by-election in Jhang from 
where he comfortably won the seat for Punjab Assembly. Footage 
of his speeches went viral in which he was chanting slogans 
against Shia sect. 

In an interview with Truth Tracker, ASWJ leader Maulana Ahmed 
Ludhianvi said that, during his elections speeches, Masroor 
Jhangvi didn’t make harsh comments against the Shia sect. “Some 
Shia people also supported us in this by-elections,” he said. 

Ludhianvi added that the footage of Jhangvi’s speeches were old 
enough and has nothing to do with his election campaign.

Independent Viewpoints
Talking to Truth Tracker, leading human rights activist and 
International Association of Human Rights Chair, Rubab Mehdi 
H. Rizvi said that NAP means ‘No Ahle Tashee (Shia) in Pakistan 
according to Masroor Jhangvi himself.

“Holocausts do not begin with gas chambers. They begin with 
words,” she added. 

She asserted that 21,000 Shias have been assassinated in the last 
two decades; women and children were identified and shot at 
point blank range. “Police, Judiciary and security forces have been 
targeted. These were attacks on the heart and soul of Pakistan,” 
she added. 

Rizvi expressed her fear saying that instead of bringing the 
perpetrators to justice their media faces are becoming more and 
more powerful in the political landscape. She said, “Jhangvi’s 
victory is not an unfortunate event. It is strategic. This isn’t the 
first time that militants have won elections” 

“They have electoral pacts with almost every political party. It 
would be naive to believe that 150,000 madrasahs do not have an 
impact on societal attitudes,” she added. 

”Today ASWJ holds the keys to Punjab and Punjab holds the 
keys to a majority in the National Assembly. The only solution is 
deradicalisation of Punjab and Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) growing a backbone. 

“Jhangvi has joined Maulana Fazlur Rahman who does not support 
killing Shias, yet he also believes that they should be declared 
infidels and a minority,” she concluded.  

Recently released, Quetta Inquiry Commission Report, by 
Supreme Court of Pakistan also pointed out holes in the 
implementation of NAP (See the top story in Truth Tracker’s 
current issue).

Ruling
The promise is compromised because government could not 
implement the NAP in letter and spirit.
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PML-N compromised its promise to reduce backlog of cases
Promise Tracking

Hassan Naqvi

The Promise
Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PMLN), on page 73 of its 
election manifesto in 2013, promised to reduce the pending 
backlog of court cases at every level, and provide justice at the 
immediate local level. 

“To accelerate disposal of cases, procedures will be greatly 
simplified. In particular, legislation will be enacted to provide that:

(a) In civil cases, initial trial to be completed within one year, and 
appellate proceedings within the following year; and

(b) In criminal cases, trial to be completed within six months and 
appeal be decided within one year.”

Background 
When PML-N started its election campaign, judicial reform was 
one of the major components of its election promises. Litigants 
were suffering, both physically and mentally, as their cases 
lingered over generations without getting the final decision from 
the court. PML-N said that they believe ‘Justice Delayed is Justice 
Denied’ so after coming to power the party would address this 
concern immediately.

Tracking
Talking to Truth Tracker, To track the promise Truth Tracker 
contacted senior parliamentarian, PML-N leader and a lawyer 
Syed Zafar Ali Shah. 

Shah initially told Truth Tracker that to find out why this promise 
was not fulfilled, one would have to ask the people who made 
these promises in the manifesto on PML-N’s behalf. 

“But we are making an effort to mitigate the pending cases 
backlog,” said Shah. These promises were for a five-year tenure 
and “we are making an effort to fulfill this promise before next 
elections.” 

However, when asked why no legislation has been made in this 
regard, Shah, once the close aide of PM Sharif and a former 
Senator said he is not in a position to answer the question. 

He said the PML-N will announce judicial reforms very soon.

Truth Tracker attempted to contact Maryum Aurangzeb, Federal 
Minister for Information, and her counterpart former Minister 
for Information Pervaiz Rasheed, but neither of them answered 
phone calls. 

Truth Tracker also contacted PTI spokesperson and leading 
Lawyer Chaudhry Fawad Hussain, who said that no effort has 
been made by PML-N on fulfilling this promise that was central in 
their campaign. “Despite the fact that they are in power for more 
than three years, no effort has been made to solve this issue,” said 
Hussain.

Independent Viewpoints
A leading lawyer and political analyst Ali Ibrahim told Truth 
Tracker that, like most political promises in Pakistan, the PML-N’s 

promise to provide expeditious justice at immediate local level 
was merely rhetoric. 

“This is not the first time that law, as an institution, has been 
sought to be reformed by making cosmetic changes in the body 
of various laws,” said Ibrahim. 

A primary example of this appears in the various banking recovery 
laws promulgated till date, he said. Almost all these laws contain 
provisions which seek to reduce the time for disposal of a case to 
six months. 

“However, any lawyer practicing in the Banking Courts will tell 
you that in most cases it takes about that much time just to get 
the other side before a judge,” he added. 

Ibrahim cited statistics issued by the Supreme Court (SC) to 
provide an objective, manner of assessment of the promises of 
the ruling government to reduce backlog and expedite cases. 

Judicial Statistics of Pakistan (JSP), 2013 issued by the National 
Judicial Committee for policy making, showed that the backlog 
didn’t improve that year: The total number of cases pending 
before the Supreme Court on January 1, 2013 were 20,314. The 
balance as of Dec. 31, 2013 was 20,480. 

The number of cases pending before the Lahore High Court were 
155,827 at the begining of 2013. At the end of the year 2013, 
they had snowballed to 173,037. 

Similarly, in the District Courts in Punjab, the number of cases 
pending at the start of the year 2013 were 1,024,517. At the end 
of 2013, they had risen to 1,107,634. 

As per the report issued in 2014, the number of cases pending 
before the Supreme Court at the end of the year had risen to 
22,764 in 2014. For the District Court in Punjab, the number rose 
from 1,107,634 to 1,161,524 in 2014. Lahore High Court was the 
only court with noticeable improvement. There, the number of 
cases was reduced from 173,037 to 164,683 in 2014. 

Ibrahim stated that this data refutes any claim that the promises 
pertaining to judicial reform have been kept. In addition, any 
reduction in the number of cases is no measure of the state of 
justice in the country, he said. 

Judges must not be taxed further by making it part of their job to 
pass judgments in haste, he said. 
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The first step in effective legal reform at the institutional level is 
to identify the various players involved, Ibrahim said. The judges, 
their numbers and effectiveness are just as important as the 
litigants, the lawyers and the lower staff involved in the process 
of dispensation of judges, he said. 

“In order to bring real reform, the government must do more than 
make cosmetic changes in the law. A comprehensive policy has to 
be devised based on a socio-legal perspective. More data needs 
to be added to the statistics. Reform will have to be directed at all 
players involved in the judicial processes individually as well as on 
an institutional level,” said Ibrahim.

Prominent lawyer and columnist Yasser Latif Hamdani agreed that 
no legislative effort has been expended to accelerate disposal of 
cases or to simplify procedures. 

Hamdani said that the civil trials cannot be completed in one year 

because of one reason alone - the power under Order XVII Rule 
1 to grant adjournments for sufficient cause, a prerogative often 
misused by lawyers with impunity. 

The issue of disposal of cases cannot be put at the doorstep of 
government because this is what the superior judiciary is there 
for, Hamdani said. It is the judiciary that must set rules of conduct 
and work out ways of implementing an effective and speedy form 
of justice, he said. 

Ruling
Based on the statistics provided by the courts, and analysis of 
legal experts, Truth Tracker team rules that no material effort has 
been made by the PML-N government, but we are giving a neutral 
rating that is compromised as they have another 18 months to 
fulfill this promise.
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PTI compromised its promise to enrolling every child in school 
Promise Tracking

The Promise
Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan, announcing 
an enrollment campaign launched by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Elementary and Secondary Education (KPESE), said that enrolling 
every child in school is his party’s priority.

Background 
Back in April 2015, Khan made an announcement through 
social media that an enrollment campaign for children had been 
launched by the KPESE.

Article 25-A of the Constitution of Pakistan guarantees the right 
to free and compulsory education to all children between ages 
5 to 16 years in Pakistan. This free and compulsory education 
is to be provided by the state, which by definition includes both 
federal and provincial governments.  

“Education for all. Enrolling every child in school is our priority 
#GharAyaUstaad enrollment campaign launched by KPESE 8th-
30th April 2015,” his tweet reads.

Tracking
According to a report released by the Academy of Education 
Planning and Management, Federal Ministry for Higher Education 
and Professional Training, in February 2016, the total population 
of children in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (primary to higher secondary) 
is 6.8 million, while the total enrolment rests at 4.4 million. 

The report is based on the enrolment data received from the 
provinces, and the total population of girls/boys is based on 
the projections by the National Institute of Population Studies, 
operating under the Federal Ministry of National Health Services.

KP Education Minister Muhammad Atif didn’t respond to 
telephone calls or text messages as News Lens tried to seek 
comment. 

However, Shaukat Yousafzai, Member Provincial Assembly (MPA) 
and a PTI stalwart, said PTI has done, in the past, and is doing 
whatever it can to improve the quality of education such as 
increasing the number of teachers and making the teaching staff 
regular in discharging their duties. 

“In three-year terms it is really a gigantic task to keep everything 
100 per cent in line. But we have worked hard,” Yousafzai added.

He said that 10 to 15 per cent of children have left private 
schools and got admission in government-run educational 

institutions because of improved education quality in the public 
schools.  

When asked whether his party has any plan for out of school 
children, he said: “The PTI has almost built consensus to bring 
legislation to either deny National Identity Cards for those 
children who do not go to school or punish their parents.” 

Nuzhat Amin, Programme Manager Education at Khwand Kor 
(KK), an NGO that works in the education sector, said Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa is the only province failing to pass any legislation 
on the implementation of Article 25-A (Free & Compulsory 
Education) of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

“In the rest of the three provinces, including the federal capital, 
some initiatives have been taken on the Article 25-A where 
legislation has been done,” Amin added.

According to the data provided by Salahuddin Khan, Deputy 
Director IT department at the KPESE, the total number of school-
age children is 6,276,726, with 4,219,789 attending government 
schools, 1,824,784 studying in private schools and 232,153 
students go to Madrassas. It means that all of the school-aged 
children of KP go to school. 

Sardar Hussain Babak, a lawmaker from Awami National Party 
(ANP) and former Education Minister, said that the PTI has 
announced implementation of education emergency but “you 
can see for yourself the ground realities as basic education is in 
shambles.”

He estimates the number of out-of-school children to be more 
than 1 million because a good number of kids could be seen on 
the streets.

“I ask the PTI to point out a single example where they have 
introduced any big reform in the education sector?” Babak 
questioned. 

Fakhar Azam Wazir, a lawmaker from Pakistan Peoples’ Party 
(PPP), said he is an eyewitness to the withdrawal of students 
from government-run schools to private schools owing to the 
dwindling education quality of the former.

“The PTI-led government is just kidding of enrolling every child in 
school at a time when entire examination halls are being sold for 
allowing students to cheat in examinations,” Wazir added. 

He recalled that a high school in Kotka Ahmad Khan in Azim 
Kalay, which was a standard educational institution, has a total 
strength of 50 students today and the school had 3,000 students 
some years ago. 

Rehmat Mehsud
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“It is a widely believed perception that private schools offer 
quality education comparatively, leaving government schools 
almost deserted,” he added.

He said there is no independent survey in KP to identify the 
number of out of school children but he believed the total number 
of those children is over 200,000 as projected by the government.

“The educational institutions in Bannu, my hometown, are in grip 
of cheating. The PTI has failed totally in reviving the education 
sector,” he added.

Independent Viewpoints
Ibrash Pasha, a renowned educational and social activist, said 
that the assessment of education sector’s performance is done 
keeping in mind the targets of Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG) and Education for All. 

“But we badly failed to achieve these targets, with female 
education still a challenging job in the province,” Pasha noted. The 

province has a total of 22,000 primary schools with 14,000 for 
boys and the rest are for girls, he said. 

The PTI-led government has taken some good initiative such 
as monitoring of the schools to ensure teachers’ attendance, 
Pasha said, but that monitoring system is silent regarding the 
qualification of the teachers. 

“Over a million of children are still out of schools and the 
government has no plan in place for them,” he added. He said 
there are many reasons for children to be out of school such as 
non-existence of schools in some areas or community or cultural 
issues, which need to be tackled on an emergency basis.

Ruling
Considering the data and details provided by the government, and 
in the light of facts and statements of PTI, opposition lawmakers 
and independent analyst, it appears that 2.4 million school-aged 
children of KP have not been enrolled in the schools. Therefore 
the PTI promise is compromised.
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The Promise
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) promised through its manifesto in 
2013 that when in power it would bring down the population 
growth rate to 1.6 percent. 

Background 
Pakistan is the 6th most populous country in the world with an 
estimated current population of 191.71 million and growth rate 
of 1.92 percent. 

According to the reports of Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, it 
is estimated that by 2025, the population of Pakistan would 
increase to 277 million.  Unless Pakistan brings the fertility rate 
down, the dependency ratio, which means the ratio of working to 
non-working people, i.e. adults versus children and old people will 
multiply stress on the economy.   

• Pakistan’s history of Family Planning initiatives

Year Plans Scale

1955-60 First Five Year Plan Limited

1960-65 Second Five year 
Plan

Family Planning services were 
dispensed through the health 
infrastructure. 

1960’s Pakistan became one of the 
few countries of the world to 
formulate a National Popula-
tion Policy

1965-70 Third Five Year Plan Independent set up was intro-
duced to manage and execute 
the population welfare pro-
gram: Pakistan’s first family 
planning service. 

1990 Ministry Independent Ministry was cre-
ated for Population.

1998-2002 Consistent pursuance of popu-
lation policy

Source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 

After the 18th amendment in 2010, population growth became 
a provincial-level concern. However, each province has given low 
to no priority to curtail population growth.   

In Sindh especially, it took the government almost six years post 
18th amendment to allocate funds for population purposes.  
Studies show that the use of contraception is relatively small in 
the rural Sindh compared to rural Punjab or KP.  

Sindh’s population growth rate is 3 per cent, whereas national 
rate stands at 2 per cent. This statistic was revealed by a study 
conducted by Mehtab S. Karim, the Vice Chancellor, Malir 
University of Science and Technology, titled  “Conducting Census 
in Pakistan: Where do we stand?” The study was released in 
September 2016.  

Sindh’s higher growth rate had two major causes, Karim 
writes. First, the fertility rate is high in Sindh. Pakistan 2012-
13 Demographic and Health Survey estimates the fertility rate 
in Sindh at 3.9 per woman. Two, Sindh has been the choice 
destination for migrants coming to the province from within the 
country and other parts of the country for economic pursuits.  

With three percent population growth rate in Sindh, PPP’s failed to reduce 
the population growth rate down to 1.6 percent.  

Promise Tracking

Karim further claims that:

• With its estimated population of 42.4 million, Sindh is second 
largest in the country.  Punjab is the most populous province 
in Pakistan with an estimated population of 100 million.  

• The result of the 1998 census showed Sindh’s population at 
30.4 million with an annual growth rate of 2.8 percent.  

• Population in Sindh during 1951 was 18% of the national 
figure that increased to 23% in 1998, and it is increasing 
continuously due to migration from other parts of the 
country and abroad. 

• Sindh’s population density, per Sq. Km, in 1951 was 43, 
which increased to 216 per Sq. Km by 1998. 

• The population growth rate in the urban areas in Sindh is also 
very high as compared to other parts of the country.   

According to Article 51 (3) 1973 Constitution, the census 
should be conducted every ten years. It serves to meet the legal 
requirements for providing the basis for political representation 
in the National and Provincial Assemblies. A regular census is 
pivotal for the distribution of funds to the federating units by 
National Finance Commission Report determining the quota 
for recruitment to all public posts in the federal government; 
and delineation of constituencies for National and Provincial 
Assemblies.

Since its inception Pakistan had only five censuses: 1951, 1961, 
1972 and 1981. After the 1973 constitution the census was 
taken in 1981, but then it took 17 years for another census in 
1998 and another 18 years have passed since that count.

Karim’s study further claimed that Pakistan was among only four 
countries that did not conduct the census in the world since 
the year 2000. The other countries are Lebanon, (last held in 
1936); Afghanistan (last conducted in 1975); and Somalia (last 
conducted in 1961).

Check 
To track the promise made by the government, Truth Tracker 
talked to Mumtaz Jhakrani, the Minister for Population Sindh.  He 

Durdana Najam
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said that his cabinet had allocated Rs 51.2 million in 2015-16 for 
family planning for the present government’s term in office.  

“We are working at three different tiers to execute and implement 
this program. At the first level, we plan to integrate the Health 
Department with the population department.  At the second 
tier, we would make sure that contraceptives are easily available 
and accessible to the people.  At the final level, we are training 
lady health workers on family planning. All these levels would be 
working simultaneously,” he said.  

When Truth Tracker talked to the lawmaker from Pakistan Muslim 
League Functional (PMLF) from Sindh Assembly, Nusrat Bano, 
she dismissed the claims made by the minister Jhakrani.  Bano 
said that in the last four years almost not a single word, let alone 
any resolution or motion, has been presented in the assembly 
pertaining to population.  

“This issue is not on the PPP radar.  I am sure that they have no 
interest in this matter,” said Bano.

Independent Viewpoints
Policy analyst Saeed Shafqat, Dean of the Centre for Public Policy 
and Governance at the Forman Christian College, Lahore, says 

that after the late 1970s, no government has been serious about 
taking up the issue of population.  “ I believe that unless the 
population is made as a core national issue, and is treated as a 
security concern, it would remain a thorn in our side,” he said. 

The matter of concern Shafqat stressed is not as much of rising 
Fertility rate but of human development that, he says the country 
has abandoned. “I have advised the government to change the 
name of the Family Planning and Population Department to the 
Family Welfare and Development Department” said Shafqat 
arguing that this new paradigm will help us focus on policy 
formation in the sphere of the reproductive system and the 
development of human resource. “ I certainly believe that instead 
of working on making people give birth to fewer children our 
attitude should shift to making the parents and the children more 
productive both financially and ethically.”

Ruling
The Sindh government has created a blueprint of the strategy to 
combat population growth. However, four years down the road, 
with the election year only a few months away, the promise to 
bring the population growth rate down to 1.6 percent remains an 
unmet reality.
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The Promise
The Pakistan Peoples Party had promised during 2013 election 
campaign that once in power it would provide clean drinking 
water and ensure that the sewage system functions at the 
optimal level. Although PPP failed to win enough seats to 
form a national government, we have tracked this promise in 
Sindh where the party has been ruling more than eight years 
consecutively.  

Background 
Drinking Water

Water in both urban and rural towns of Sindh is unsafe to drink.

A study conducted in 2016 by School of Environmental Studies, 
China, titled “Evaluation of Water Quality for Drinking and 
Agricultural Suitability in the Lower Indus Plain in Sindh Province, 
Pakistan,” shows that the drinking water in most part of the Sindh 
is not suitable for drinking and is high in arsenic that causes skin 
diseases such as cancer.  

According to Research Article titled “Contaminants Exposure and 
Impacts on Drinking Water of Johi Subdivision of Sindh, Pakistan, 
“In Sindh groundwater arsenic concentration has reached up to 
1100 μg/l in the province of Sindh, which is much higher than 
World Health Organisation’s (WHO) limits of 10 μg/l.”

The result of 2011-12 and 2012-13, Pakistan Council for 
Research in Water Resources (PCRWR) Biennial Report reveals 
that the water contents in most part of Sindh has bacteriological 
contamination, resting at 68 per cent. Turbidity has been ‘major 
water quality concern,’ in Central Sindh. High turbidity means 
negative odor, blockage of UAV needed to disinfect the water by 
the sun, and finally it negates the effects of chlorination. 

In another study carried out by United States Institute of Peace 
“Conflict Dynamics in Sindh,” only one in every ten persons in 
Sindh has access to safe drinking water.  

The supply of polluted water is not only restricted to households. 
Recently Civil Hospital Karachi was reported using contaminated 
water. There was no water treatment plant in the hospital.  The 
underground water reservoir of the hospital had not been cleaned 
for several months, because of which sewage got mixed in with 
water supply line.

Sewage disposal

Noman Butt, a resident of Aysha Manzil in Karachi, told Truth 
Tracker that even when the District Municipal Corporation 
(DMC) came to clean the drains they left heaps of rubbish on the 
road, which was later thrown back in the drain by some other 
employees of the DMC.

The city’s major natural drains, including the Gujjar, Orangi, 
Sukhan and Thaddo nullahs (streams), carry its sewage to the sea 
every day. The sewage arrives into these nullahs from 18 smaller 
drains that span across the city.

According to government surveys made over the years the 
major issues confronting the drain management in Karachi is the 
encroachment of development and construction on the nullahs 
and drainage. 

PPP failed to provide safe drinking water and ensure proper sewage 
system in Sindh

Promise Tracking

Check 
When Truth Tracker contacted minister for the Local Govt. and 
Housing Town Planning Sindh, Jam Khan Shoro, he said that 
Keenjhar lake water was not contaminated, and that all filtration 
plants were operating properly.

He further added that the Sindh government was working on 
improving the water situation in the province. “Water is being 
filtered at five places and is being tested by the laboratory 
before providing to the public, and there is no question of any 
negligence,” said Shoro.

Haleem Adil Sheikh for Pakistan Tahreek-e-Insaf told Truth 
Tracker that the claims of PPP about the functioning of water 
filter plants at Keenjhar Lake are false.  He said that people 
are forced to drink water contaminated by human, animal and 
industrial waste thrown in the Keenjhar Lake.  Sheikh runs his 
own NGO, Pakistan Relief Foundation, and has been carrying out 
studies on the issue of safe drinking water along with other issues 
of community interest.

He added that there were 65 industrial units in Kotri, the waste 
of all these flows into the KB feeder canal. These untreated 
effluents, he said, were supplied to rural areas where people used 
them for cultivation as well.

When Truth Tracker asked about the combined effluent treatment 
plant installed some three years ago at the Kalri Bhagar (KB) 
feeder canal, Shoro said that the plant has been made functional. 

Water Technologist Dr. Ahsan Siddiqui told Truth Tracker that a 
combined effluent treatment plant at the KB feeder canal has 
been dysfunctional ever since it developed leakages. 

“In 2010 the Supreme Court of Pakistan ordered the Sindh 
government to install combined effluent treatment plant at Kotri,” 
Sheikh said. “Following the order, a treatment plant was installed 
in Kotri in 2013 at the accumulated cost of Rs 94 crore. When 
the project started in 2010 its estimated cost was only Rs 74 
crore, however due to the negligence of the Sindh government 
and delay in the completion of the project hiked the initial cost.  
But the interesting part is that the plant shut down the very next 
day of its operation because of cheap material and machinery 
used in the project.” 
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About this delay, Shoro agreed that the plant had been put in 
place behind the scheduled time. 

Hafiz Naeem, Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami, told Truth Tracker that 
Sindh was the most backward province when it came to the 
availability of safe drinking water. He said that animals and human 
beings drink from the same source - ponds and lakes in the rural 
areas of Sindh.  Because of lack of cleanliness, pumping stations 
had become source of waste, and the practice of mixing chlorine 
in water was stopped, he said. 

“The water supply lines are broken, consequently, sewage water 
gets mixed in drinking water, causing innumerable waterborne 
diseases,” said Naeem. 

Deputy Mayor of Karachi Dr. Arshad Vohra said the problem is 
deep rooted. “Established landmarks and buildings such as the 
Shaheen Complex, the Sindh Secretariat, and the Urdu Bazaar are 
all created on nullahs,” he claimed. 

Jam Khan Shoro has said that most of the storm water drains in 
Karachi had been blocked due to illegal construction of katchi 
abadis (squatter settlements) on them, which was creating hurdles 
for drainage of rainwater in the city. However, he said that the 

government is working to end these encroachments.

Independent Viewpoints
Dr. Mirza Ali Azhar, General Secretary Pakistan Medical 
Association, said that deadly diseases are increasing in Karachi, 
and that if immediate measures were not taken to treat 
contaminated water, it would wreak havoc on residents’ health. 

Speaking to Truth Tracker, Ansar Bruney, Chairman Ansar Burney 
Trust and a social worker, said that thousands of people were 
dying after drinking contaminated water and no one was paying 
attention to this issue. He said the government lacks the political 
will to eradicate the issue.

Ruling
During its eight-year tenure, the PPP government has shown a 
lack of will to approach the issue of safe water and management 
of the sewage system for its people in Sindh. Their lukewarm 
measures have escalated multiple health challenges for residents 
of the province. This promise stands broken.
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Human Rights
North Waziristan: 
Life on the debris of wrecked houses

North Waziristan: Murtaza Dawar sat with 
his children and cousins on the debris of 
his house. Behind him the setting sun was 
a ball of fire in the sky, reducing him and 
his family to silhouettes, the shards of 
glass in the wreck of his house catching 
the light and winking in the gathering dark 
of an early evening. 

Coming back home to Mirali in North 
Waziristan has been a bittersweet 
experience for Dawar, 48. Sweet because 
he and his family has returned home after 
more than two years of displacement. 
Bitter, because they have come back to 
wreckage where their home was.    

“We have nothing to do with militancy 
or Talibanization but our house has been 
demolished,” says Dawar, taking a break 
from pitching a tent. “There is not a 
single room intact. I don’t know where to 
take my family to protect them from the 
terrible cold.”

Dawar’s is not the only house that was 
razed during the military operation Zarb-
e-Azb, launched in June 2014 to clear 
North Wazristan of militants. Of the 
nearly million tribesmen displaced by the 
operation, many have lost not only their 
belongings and assets they left behind in 
the tribal district and their houses have 
been demolished for no reason.

The government has not issued any clear 
data on the number of houses demolished 
in North Waziristan. In May 2016, a 
property damage survey conducted by 
the Fata Disaster Management Authority 
(FDMA) revealed that 11,663 houses 
were fully and partially damaged during 
operations against militants in South 
Waziristan, North Waziristan and the 
Khyber Agency. 

Local tribesmen working in the political 
administration’s office in North Waziristan 
told Truth tracker on condition of 
anonymity - because of the sensitivity 
of information - that about 1500 houses 
were completely destroyed in the Mirali 
subdivision  alone. (North Waziristan has 
three administrative subdivisions – Mirali, 
Razmak and Miranshah.) Another 5000 
were partially damaged, they said.

Repatriation of IDPs to North Waziristan 
has been divided into three phases. 
The third phase is currently underway. 
According to the political authorities, 
51,000 families of the 82000 displaced 
from North Waziristan have returned 

so far. In its third phase, the process of 
repatriation has accelerated and more than 
400 families are returning to the tribal 
district on a daily basis – a month ago the 
number was half of that.

Engineer Ikram Dawar’s is one of the 
families that have recently returned to 
North Waziristan.  Dawar says he found 
his’ and his relatives’ houses totally 
destroyed on arrival.

“Our women and children stood on the 
debris of the houses and cried till they 
could no more,” says Dawar. “I will not 
forget the night we spent sitting all 
together, wondering where to go. We 
couldn’t find the way to our houses 
because the streets were chocked by piling 
debris from the damaged property.” 

Dawar says the houses of all his 
neighbours were ruined like his’ but they 
were happy to be back to their ancestral 
village. 

Among the recently returned IDPs are 
the folks from villages of Humraz, Issori, 
Hassukhel, Mirali and Patasi Adda. Their 
repatriation was delayed because most of 
their houses were either demolished or 
partially damaged by shelling at the start 
of Operation Zarb-e- Azb.

About two Kilometers to the west of 
Mirali-Miranshah road is the Issori village.  
Among its residents is Nasir Dawar, a 
returnee whose house is located close 
to the road. He says the villagers got a 
nasty shock on arrival because the once 
sprawling market at the Patasi Mirali 
Adda was now a plain ground with a road 
running through it.  

“I could hardly believe my eyes,” says Nasir 
Dawar. He said they had heard that the 

IDPs would receive drinking water and 
would have electricity on return. “There 
was no water and electricity. I had to get 
water from another village because there 
were no shops to get it from.”

Director General Fata Disaster 
Management Authority, Khalid Khan, told 
Truth Tracker that FDMA had provided 
tents and money to assist with shelter 
to IPDs whose houses were damaged or 
destroyed.

“We have identified 2575 households in 
South Waziristan Agency, SWA; 1100 in 
Kurram and Orakzai agencies; and 1500 
in North Waziristan to provide shelter 
assistance and tents on emergency basis,” 
said Khan. He said FDMA was now 
offering a cash amount of Rs. 30,000 
to each family as an alternative to tent 
because the repatriates wished so.

Assistant Political Agent Mirali Irfanuddin 
said they were also distributing tents 
among IDPs but they ran short of supplies 
because the number of rapatriates is far 
greater than the tents available. Due to 
severe cold, families without houses are in 
desperate need of shelter, he said.

“We give what we have but we haven’t 
got enough to facilitate all who have come 
back,” said Irfanuddin.

After conducting a damage assessment 
survey, the government is providing cash 
assistance of Rs.400,000 to those whose 
houses have been completely destroyed 
while 160,000 to partial damages. 
However tribesmen accuse the authorities 
of nepotism in assessing damages.

“I am not satisfied with the survey 
conducted by the authorities as I have 
noticed favoritism in the process,” says 

Ihsan Dawar
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Accountability
Cable commercial promote quacks and shamans 
despite PEMRA ban

Peshawar: Ahmad Ali’s baby son used to 
cry for hours.  A relative in the family told 
Ali his son was possessed by djins. He 
suggested Ali take his 22-year-old son to a 
local faith healer to exorcise the djins. 

After consulting his family, Ali decided 
to see a faith healer in Swabi district in 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province. 
There he saw a large number of people 
approaching the healer to seek help for 
their troubles.

“A large number of people sought 
communion with the pir (the faith healer) 
about issues like avoiding loss in the 
business, spousal relations, infertility, and 
those trying to win over lovers,” said Ali.

The relative that advised Ali to see a 
faith healer said he saw commercials on 

a television channel claiming faith healers 
could expel evil djins from the possessed. 
The faith healers – and quacks – across 
the country have been increasingly 
using media to reach out to people. 
Commercials promoting them could be 
seen on mainstream cable channels run by 
cable operators in Pakistan. These cable 
networks are regulated by the Pakistan 
Electronic Media Regulatory Authority 
(PEMRA) under the PEMRA Rules 2009.

Entire channels are dedicated to 
promote quacks, faith healers and occult 
practitioners, but even mainstream 
news channels advertise for them. One 
of the news channels that Truth Tracker 
monitored for this story provided more 
than five minutes of airtime every hour 
to commercials promoting faith healers. 
These channels feed on the age-old 
tradition of faith healing, rampant among 
the people of South Asia, especially among 
people in the rural areas.

“This practice of various faith healing 
techniques was seen more frequently 
among female patients than their male 

counterparts - 52.53 per cent and 47.31 
per cent respectively,” says a study, Faith 
Healing and Modern Healthcare, that 
studied 953 patients to observe the 
frequency and various modes of faith 
and spiritual healing adopted by patients 
admitted with surgical diseases and their 
effects on the course of the diseases. The 
study was published in the Professional 
Medical Journal in 2014.  It says patients 
from rural backgrounds indulged more 
in these practices as compared to urban 
population. “Surprisingly there was no 
much difference in practicing spiritual 
ways of healing as far as literacy is 
concerned.”

The contents of the TV commercials grab 
people’s attention by asking viewers to get 
any of their issues resolved.  One of them 
asks: “Kia apka mehboob apko nahi chahta, 
kia ap mehboob ku qabu may lana chahtay 
hai, tu hamsay rabta karain (Does your 
beloved not pay attention to you? Do you 
want to win his or her love? Then contact 
us.).”  The contact number for the faith 
healer is given along with the message.

Dawar. He claimed that the political 
administration and the military authorities 
were misguided by the locals assisting 
them in the survey process. The locals 
also complain about the small amount of 
compensation paid to those whose houses 
are damaged or demolished.

Dr. Aminullah, who owned a private 
hospital on the main Mirali-Miranshah, 
says: “I spent more than three million on 
construction and equipping my hospital 
but now they offer me Rs.400,000 which 
is nothing compared to my losses.” He 
said he could not rebuild the demolished 
hospital as building it had cost him all years 

of savings in the first place.

Tribesmen also feel let down by the 
government, the FDMA and the 
political administration who promised 
the repatriates facilities that were not 
provided. 

“We heard a lot on media about facilities 
provided to IDPs but there is nothing here 
on ground,” said engineer Dawar. “Our 
children and old parents have to live under 
the open sky in the cold winter. It has 
badly affected our health.”

Others have gone back to the cities of 

Bannu and Peshawar after getting a Watan 
Card - a special identity card issued by the 
army to residents of North Waziristan that 
they have to show at security checkpoints 
to enter the tribal district.

“What I will do in my village where 
there is no education for my children, 
no free movement, no drinking water or 
electricity,” said Mir Akbar Wazir who 
returned to Bannu, a town where he and 
his family lived for two and a half years 
when they were first displaced from North 
Waziristan.

Izhar Yusafzai
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The use of cable channels for promotion of 
quacks and faith healers continue despite 
the fact that PEMRA has banned airing of 
such commercials on television channels, 
FM radio stations and cable networks.

A PEMRA notification, issued on March, 
2016, directed all cable operators to stop 
airing contents related to faith healers. 
It warned them of legal action if the 
commercials were not stopped.

The notification, a copy of which is 
available with Truth Tracker, says: “Hearing 
complaints of a citizen, PEMRA … disposed 
of the case by directing all satellite 
channels, FM radios and cable operators 
to stop airing advertisement of quacks, 
hakims [herbalists], pirs (faith healers), and 
amils (shamans) on their networks, failing 
which strict action will be taken against 
them.”

Clause-7 of the Article-14 of Electronic 
Media Code of Conduct-2015, also states 
that, “a licensee [satellite TV channels 
and cable operators] should not advertise 
or promote black magic, quackery or 
superstition.”

“Commercials of faith-healers are strictly 
banned until a channels gets a No 
Objection Certificate issued by the health 
department that ensures that products 
or services offered are not detrimental 
to public health,” said Rahat Ali, PEMRA’s 
Regional Manager for KP.

When told about the cable channels airing 
commercials, Ali said monitoring more 
than 600 channels run by over 200 cable 
operators in the province that doesn’t 
need satellite transmission was a “hectic 
job” for the PEMRA management.

He said PEMRA’s monitoring team stay 
vigilant to commercial content financed by 
faith-healers but mostly they rely on public 
complaints. “Whenever PEMRA receives 
public complaints about such commercials, 
we take immediate action against cable 
operators,” he added.

Ali said the fine for airing such 
commercials was Rs. 10, 000 that may 
go up to Rs. 1 million depending on the 
nature of offence. “Only commercials 
of hakims [herbalists] who have a No 
Objection Certificate from the health 
department can be aired on TV channels 
and FM radios under the PEMRA laws.”

In a court case filed against the ban on 
business of faith healers in the country 
in January 2016, the Supreme Court of 
Pakistan observed that there was no 
law to control practice of faith healers in 
the country. While hearing the case, the 
Court asked the government to control 
and regulate the work of faith healers and 
quacks across the country, and added that 
it was not in the interest of the public.

However, faith healers stress that they 
do nothing but cure patients through 
verses from the scripture. One such 
healer in Charsadda district, who wished 
no to be named, told Truth Tracker: “We 
write Quranic verse on amulets and God 
resolves issues of those who are in trouble 
through those verses.” He said that a large 
number of people had received succor 
through spiritual treatment.

He did, however, say that many among 
the faith healers were fake, out to cheat 
people by using illegal means like black 
magic and charging huge amounts of 
money from the distressed.

According to a scholastic paper published 
in the Journal of Pioneering Medical 
Sciences, “Faith definitely plays an 
important part in psychological well-being 
of humans but faith-healing methods 
should be appropriate and suitable for the 
clients using them as medical treatment.”

Another research article titled “Muslim 
Patients’ Perceptions of Faith-based 
Healing and Religious Inclination of 
treating physicians” published in Pakistan 
Heart Journal said over 76 per cent 
of patients in the public hospitals of 
Islamabad wore amulets to cure the 
diseases.

Dr. Azaz Jamal, a psychiatric doctor in 
Peshawar’s Khyber Teaching Hospital, 
sees over a 100 patients on a daily basis. 
Over 10 per cent of them have already 
consulted faith-healers to cure mental 
illness before visiting the health facility. 

“They fall back on modern psychiatric 
treatment when patients become 
disappointed with faith-healers at severe 
stages of illness after wasting thousands of 
rupees,” says Jamal.

Asked why patients sought help from 
faith-healers, he said they get satisfied 
because healers offer counseling to 
patients which is an important part of 
the modern medical treatment of mental 
illness.  But the counseling, he said, cannot 
help for long without proper medical 
treatment. Jamal said a majority of patients 
who seek faith healing belong to the 
southern districts, and also Malakand, 
Charsadda and Mardan.

Human Rights
In KP, 
Disabled sportsmen excel without sports facilities

Attaullah Khan

Peshawar: Khanzala had been playing 
cricket for four years on the premises of 
Paraplegic Center Peshawar before he 
was able to play his first game in a proper 
sportsground – something that, he says, is 
routine for “normal” players.

“The dilemma facing paraplegic sportsmen 
like Khanzala in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is 
that there is not a single park or stadium 
wheelchair accessible, with basic facilities 
like a washrooms,” says Mohammad Rafiq, 
Coordinator Youth Participatory Forum 
(YPF).
A paraplegic cricketer from Khyber 
Agency, the tribal district bordering 
Pakistan-Afghanistan, Khanzala says he 

lives by the motto “to win”. Wheelchair 
bound, he lived up to that attitude when 
he won his team Peshawar Warriors a 
trophy in the first ever outdoor wheelchair 
cricket tournament in May this year.      

“I led my team to victory when I bowled 
the last over of the last match where the 
rival team needed six runs to win,” said 
Khanzala. “They could only make two runs 
and I took two wickets in that last over, 
bringing my team the trophy.”

His team’s victory, says Khanzala, made 
him very happy. “I felt that, yes, if we are 
provided wheelchairs, sports grounds and 
other facilities, we can be as good as any 
team anywhere.”

Khanzala and his fellow paraplegic 
cricketers associated with Peshawar 
Warriors were able to access these 

facilities in the First Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Wheelchair Cricket Tournament organized 
by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Directorate of 
Sports and Youth Affairs in May this year.  
– with help from Friends of Paraplegic 
and other organizations working for the 
physically challenged.

According to a United Nations study 
on sports and persons with disabilities, 
“Sport’s universal popularity makes it 
ideal for fostering social interaction….
By bringing together people with 
similar disabilities, sport contributes to 
normalization, enabling persons with 
disabilities to share their experiences 
and enjoy camaraderie with others 
who understand their challenges and 
capacities.”

Through peer interaction, says the study, 
persons with disabilities develop a positive 
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sense of self and group identity because 
they no longer feel set apart — they are 
like everyone else. “Sport also brings 
together the parents and families of 
those with disabilities. Often parents of 
individuals with disabilities find themselves 
socially isolated. Social interaction with 
others who have similar experiences 
enables families to provide support to one 
another and empowers them to advocate 
for positive change to ensure greater 
inclusion and equality for persons with 
disabilities.”

Kamran Khan, who works as an Inclusion 
Accountability Officer at Help Age 
International, a non-profit working on 
rehabilitation of people with disabilities 
told News Lens that sport activities like 
the outdoor wheelchair cricket tournament 
in Peshawar enabled sportsmen with 
disabilities from different districts of the 
province to compete for excellence in 
sports.

“Paraplegic cricketers from four different 
districts were able to participate in the 
event because the organizers wanted to 
encourage healthy activities,” said Khan.

He said his organization has supported 

teams from as farther afield as Dir and 
Bannu. According to him, bringing them 
together to play in the provincial capital 
has been a rewarding experience. “Now 
that we have brought them together here, 
we are looking to assist and increase 
accessibility of paraplegic sportsmen to 
sports on national platforms.”
 “When I see the way these players 
compete in wheelchairs, it does not seem 
like a game for the disabled,” said Khan. 
“It is as exciting as any other game. If we 
provide them inclusive environment that 
would bring out and polish their talent, 
it would ensure active participation of 
people with disabilities in every walk of 
life. They can live a normal life like us.”
Irfan Khan, an engineer and wheelchair 
player who plays with the Peshawar 
Warriors said 4 years ago he was a normal 
player of cricket but suffered paralysis due 
to “a shock in his professional life.”

“I never gave up hope and that attitude 
helped me win my team the first 
wheelchair cricket tournament title 
trophy,” said Irfan Khan. “I feel a difference 
in my life after the disability but to play a 
game, you need determination as much as 
you need physical fitness. Sport activities 
keep my body and mind strong.”

Kaleemullah, a student of the Social Work 
Department at the University of Peshawar 
who has been volunteering to assist 
paraplegic sportsmen during tournaments, 
said there was little acceptance of people 
with disabilities in the society. “Sport 
events encourage people with disabilities 
and help them transcend their condition. 
They give them a healthy outlook on 
life. Tournaments and competitions help 
them feel that they are a part of the 
society’s fabric and that people care about 
their wishes and wellbeing when they 
participate in sports like the rest of us.”
Criticizing the government’s apathy 
towards people with disabilities, 
Mohammad Rafiq of Youth Participatory 
Forum said it was “unfortunate and 
irresponsible that libraries, cafeterias, 
departments, hostels and even 
examination halls are not wheelchair 
accessible.”
“We are working on the law to make 
sportsgrounds accessible to special 
persons,” said Rafiq. “Since we don’t have 
any now, we could only have four teams 
participate in the wheelchair tournament 
in Peshawar, not more.”
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